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Whosoever Will 


By Sam P. Jones | 
Famous Southern Methodist Evangelist, born 1847, died 1906 


“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth 
say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life freely.”—Revy, 22:17. 


I get this text from the last page of this blessed Book. 
This is God’s last message to man. And for fear that some- 
thing might be added to, or that something might be taken 
from the Scripture, God puts this fearful admonition, “For I 
testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophe- 
ey of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God 
shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book. 
And if any man shall take away from the words of the book 
of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the 


book of life, and. . 
book,” 


Yf fY have been corresponding 
with a friend on any given subject 
and he has written me a dozen 
or a hundred letters upon that 
subject—if I want to find his mind 


now concerning that, I will turn]: 


to the last letter received from 
him, the: one bearing the most 


recent date. And now, if I want} 


to know God’s will concerning 
the race of man, I don’t run back 
over Genesis, or Deuteronomy, or 
the prophecies of Isaiah, or the 
Epistle to the Romans by St. Paul 
—I run through the Book, and 
I turn to God’s last words to man, 
and I see the fearful warning 
added: ‘Don’t any man take away 
these words. If he does, I will 
take away his part out of the Book 
of Life. And if any man-shall add 
anything to this Book, then I will 
add unto him the plagues that 
~are written in the _ Book.’ 
And after all the fearful warn- 
ings, and judgments, and denun- 
ciations of the Scripture, thanks 
be to God, this is His last .mes- 
sage, “And the Spirit and the 
bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come...And who- 
soever will, let him take of the 
water of life freely.” 


Great Events Leading to Com- 
ing of the Holy Spirit 

It was a grand day in the 
world’s history when the evening 
and. the morning were the seventh 
day, and the sons of God and 
angels shouted over a_ finished 
world. It was a grand day in the 
world’s history when Adam and 
Eve, the first pair, stood before 
God, with their reason clear and 
perfect, unruffled by passion, un- 
clouded by prejudice, and unim- 
paired by disease. It was a grand 
conception to them as they look- 
ed out over a finished world and 
said that the flowers were God's 
thought in bloom; that the rivers 
were God’s thought imbedded; 
that the mountains were God’s 
thought piled up, and the dew- 
drops were His thoughts in pearl 


(Continued on page 5) 


. from the things that are written in this 
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by Rey. J. Kenneth Clark Thb.,AB = 


Cartersville, Virginia 


“Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whoso- 
ever 1s deceived thereby is not wise.”’—Prov. 20:1. 


By wine in this passage all 
intoxicating liquors are wunder- 
stood. Strong drink mocks and de- 
ceives a man; it makes a fool out 
of him. It promises him many sat- 
isfactions that it can never give 
in time or in eternity. The man 
who seeks pleasure and satisfac- 
tion in it is not wise. He is de- 
ceived by the prince of deceivers. 
At the first it smiles upon him, 
cheers and brightens and puts a 
song on the lips, but ‘‘at the last 
it biteth like a serpent, and sting- 
eth like an adder” (Prov. 23:32). 
It promises renewed strength to 
the sick, consolation to the sor- 
rowing; it promises to drown the 
troubles of those borne down with 
the trials and burdens of life but 
always in the end multiples them 


a thousandfold. It promises to in- 


crease the joys of youth, but it 
multiplies his heartaches and cuts 
short his days on earth. It finds 
great delight in scoffing at all 
that is pure, holy and sacred. In- 
temperance takes off the brakes 
and permits every impulse to have 
its own way. 

A young man in one of my 
church communities committed 
the rape and murder of a twelve- 
year-old school girl and was tried 
and convicted of murder and was 
sentenced to die in the electric 
chair. He wrote me shortly before 
his execution: “If it were not for 
a little bottle of whisky, I would 
not be a man condemned to die.” 
At his request, and upon the 
approval of the prison officials, I 
spent the last night with him‘ on 


More Bible Proof That 


Christ's 


% 


npredictable Coming 


Is Always at Hand, Never Forseeable, Possible Now or 
1,000 Years Hence, But 


Always tinminent 


By Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 


Last week THE SWORD OF THE] 


LorD carried an important article 
which we hope you read on “Jesus 
May Come Today!” There we gave 
proof from the words of the Lord 
Jesus’ discourse on the Mount of 
Olives. Jesus taught there the 
following: 

1. No One Knows When Jesus 
Will Come. 

2. Jesus Illustrated the Utter 
Unexpectedness of His Coming 
With Reference to Noah and the 
People Who Died in the Flood. 

3. Jesus Indicated That People 
Could Not Know Even a Few 
Hours in Advance of His Coming. 


4. Jesus Illustrated the Immin- 
ence of His Coming by the Story 
of the Unexpected Thief. 


5. Jesus Likened His Imminent 


ee co Coming to the Return of a Master 
_.|Who Returned at an Undisclosed 
—.\'Time. 


Rev. Sam Jones 


Now we should like to go 
through the rest of the Bible and 
give other clear proof that Jesus 
may come today, that His coming 
is imminent, unpredictable, that 
Jesus might come at any moment, 
that He could have come at any 
time since Pentecost, that He may 
not come for hundreds of years 
hence. Simply we shall show that 


Christ’s coming is always at hand 
and is never forseeable nor predic- 
table. 


I. The Resurrected Saviour 
Told the Apostles That the 
Time of His Return Is 
Unknowable 


After Jesus rose from the dead, 
He appeared to the disciples and 
continued with them forty days 
“speaking of the things pertaining 
to the kingdom of God.” He com- 
manded them to wait in Jerusalem 
for the *enduement with power. 
And the apostles—all of them 
Jews—were naturally anxious 
about the restoration of the king- 
dom of Israel. They said, “Lord, 
wilt thou at this time restore 
again. the -kingdom to. Israel?” 
(Acts 1:6). Then Jesus gave them 
a memorable answer that should 
help settle this matter of His im- 
minent coming for all of us: “It is 
not for you to know the times or 
the seasons, which the Father 
hath put in his own power” (Acts 
A:T): 

The time of Christ’s second com- 
ing and the attendant events are 
simply not to be known! God did 
not intend that men should know 


“the times or the seasons,” the 
years or the eras, which He had 
hidden in the future. 

So even the approximate time of 
Christ’s coming is not only un- 
known but unknowable. And 
though we seek to find a time and 
preach it, we go against the ex- 
press command of God. Those who 
seek to read the book of Daniel 
and make a day mean a year, will 
find their folly fruitless. Those 
who measure passages in the great 
pyramid and make an inch mean 
a year, will find they cannot learn 
the time of Christ’s coming. Those 
who sean the newspapers and look 
for signs, will find still that they 
do not know the times and seasons 
which God has put absolutely and 
solely in His own hands! | 

We should consider how pre- 
sumptuous it is to try to dig into 
the future to learn things which 
God has intentionally hidden. That 
is the sin of the fortunetellers, 
the sin of the spiritualist mediums, 
the sin of the astrologers. They 
seek to find what God has hidden, 
but fail. 

If one knew exactly when Jesus 
would come in the future, he 


(Continued on page 10) 
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death row in Virginia’s penitent- 
lary. It was the most overwhelm- 
ing, heartbreaking experience of 
my life. 

There were ten men on the death 
row awaiting execution and prac- 
tically all, if not all, were there 
as the result of drink. There were 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Color Filmstrips Released 
by Scripture Press 

A new series of _filmstrips, 
featuring original paintings re- 
produced in full color, has been 
released by Scripture Press of 
Chicago. The new 35-mm. strips 
fall into three classifications: 
Bible stories, gospel narratives 
and missionary stories. Scripts ac- 
company each. All filmstrips are 
evangelistic in tone and are 
slanted primarily for use with 
children “and young people. 

The six Bible narratives, taken 
from both Old and New Testa- 
ments, adhere strictly to Scrip- 
ture. The three gospel stories por- 
tray the plan of salvation in fic- 
tion about children, while the 
three missionary strips are au- 
thentic incidents showing how the 
gospel reaches individuals in oth- 
er lands. No missionary organiza- 
tion is mentioned. New titles will 
be added to each series yearly. 
‘ Paintings for the filmstrips were 
specially designed by a commercial 
artist and filmed in Kodak color. 
Closing feature of each strip is 
an illustrated hymn correlated 
with the message of the film. 


GARB Reports Increased Members 
ship 

Membership in the 726 congre- 
gations of the General Association 


(Continued on page 8) 
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THE SWORD OF ‘THE LORD 


Friday, October 7, 1955 


The Editor Answers 
Young People's 
1 Questions 


Which denomination is right, 
and how can a person know? 

Most of the old-time, Bible-be- 
lieving denominations are agreed 
on 95% of the great doctrines. 
I am in union revival campaigns 
again and again with people of 
many denominations and they 
agree to my preaching = about 
Heaven, Hell, the plan of salva- 
tion, inspiration of the Bible, the 


° : . , 4 
virgin birth and hodily resurrec- 


of Christ, etc. If I should 
what I think are the ten 
most important doctrines of the 
Bible, nearly all Bible-believing 
Christians of the principal denomi- 
nations would agree to them. The 
great doctrines on which we are 
agreed are much more important 
than lesser matters on which we 
are separated. The body of Christ, 
including all Christians, is. much 
more important than some de- 
nomination. So we should put 
more stress on the whole body of 
Christ, including all saved people, 
¢han on any denomination; more 
stress on loyalty to the Word of 
God, love for Christ and_= soul 
Winning, than on minor doctrines. 


tion 
name 


What is meant by formalism? 
By this we mean that some good 
Christian churches tend to pattern 
their churches after the forms 
and ceremonies of Catholics and 
of modernists. Instead of an in- 
formal and happy service pattern- 
ed after those of Christians in the 
the Bible, they tend to have more 
anthems instead of Gospel songs, 
to have a set program for the 
services, perhaps a robe for the 
preacher. Usually formal churches 
do not regularly give an invita- 
tion for people to accept Christ, 
they do not have happy testi- 
monies in the regular services 
(perhaps only in prayer meeting 
for a few). Often formal services 
have a “worship center” with 
candles, crucifix, and perhaps a 
picture of Christ. They may have 
organ music or piano music dur- 
ing prayer, instead of a]! sincere- 
ly calling upon the Lord quietly 
while one leads in prayer. Such 
formal churches tend to not have 
souls saved, not to attract the 
young people, not to get outsiders 
to attend. Such churches often fall 
into modernism because they pat- 
tern after the world. 


is there a difference between 
@ carnal Christian and a carnal- 
eninded Christian? 

Now a carnal Christian is. one 
thing but a carnal-minded man is 
another. Af] Christians have a 
carnal body and the old fieshly 
mature, but what the Scripture 
calls the mind and what we some- 


THE 
EDITOR’S 
by John R. Rice 


Here we come with another 
issue of THE SworD OF THE LORD. 
I believe it is full of blessing. 
What a pity if you miss part of 
the blessing! Please do not miss 
Evangelist Sam Jones’ sermon, 
“Whosoever Will.” I believe that 
the other messages are very im- 
portant. Now may God bless the 
paper to the approximately 
110,000 homes it enters this week. 


The Editor’s Engagements 


God has been dealing with me 
for days about a matter. Many, 
many invitations have come. Two 
of them I so badly wanted to ac- 
cept. One was a two-week re- 
vival campaign in a large church 
in Texas. The other was an im- 
portant conference on revival and 


the part 
instance, 


eall the soul, is 
changed. For 
concerning these two natures, 
Paul says, “So then with the 
mind I myself serve the law of 
God: but with the flesh the law 
of sin” (Rom. 7:25). The word 
mind here is used to mean that 
inward man which has been re- 
generated that delights in the law 
of God. (Rom,. 7:22), and tne 
word flesh is used to represent the 


times 
that is 


old natural, human nature, the 
bodily nature that has not yet | 
been changed and will not be 


changed until the rapture when 
our bodies are glorified. Remem- 
ber that this passage is just a 
few verses before Romans 
which says, “For to be carnally 
minded is death; but to be spirit- 
ually minded is life and peace.” 
All of us saved people have carnal 
bodies, that is, fleshly bodies and 
fleshly natures, that have not yet 
been made perfect. But really 
saved people have a mind or in- 
ward nature that has been taken 
over by the Holy Spirit and 
changed and made to delight in 
the law of God. 


A carnal Christian is one who 
has a new spiritual nature but 
that spiritual nature or new mind 
does not control the fleshly nature 
as it ought, and buffet it and 
keep it under control like Paul 
said he did (I Cor. 9:27). But a 
carnally minded man is one who 
has both the old fleshly nature, 
and his mind or heart is also car- 
nal. He has never been born of the 
Holy Spirit nor made a new crea- 
ture. 

% * - 

After*1 am dead, I ask of the 
world and of the church only 
one thing—not for a marble 
slab, not for a draped chair, 
not for a long funeral proces- 
sion, not for a flattering ova- 
tion. A plain box in a plain 
wagon will be enough, if the 
elders of the church will stand 
here and say that I never com- 
promised with evil, and always 
presented Christ to the people. 

—DeWitt Talmage. 
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soul winning-in a southern city. 
But I could have no peace about | 
these two dates. I prayed and I 
asked God “Why?” I walked the 
floor. At last, I did the only thing 
left to do, I decided I would stay. 
on the job here doing the thing 
God has so heavily laid on my 
heart, and refuse these invitations 
which I so badly wanted to accept, 

However; there are three dates 
that I want to mention so that 
readers can pray. 


Thursday, October 20th, I will 
spend the day in a great confer- 
ence with Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, Pontiac, Michigan, Dr. 
Tom Malone the pastor. Dr. Bob 
Jones, Sr., will be there in revival 
services, and he and I will have 
one great day of conference on re- 
vival and soul winning. Preachers 
from far and near will come in. 
The Christian school will be 
brought into the serviees. We hope 
Michigan friends will plan to at- 
tend. 

October 30th through Novem- 
ber 6th we will be in eight days 
of revival services at the Airport 
Baptist Church, 500 South Ked- 
vale, Chicago, Dr. E. Myers Harri- 
son is the pastor. I will spend the 
days in Wheaton and drive into 
Chicago in the evening for the 
services. We hope Chicago friends 
will come in great numbers and 
that others will pray for the brief 
campaign. 

November 10 and 11 I will be 
guest speaker at the State-wide 
meeting of Fundamental Baptists 
in San Angelo, Texas. 


Before this issue reaches you I 
i will have preached five days at 
the noon hour services for the 
Christian Business Men’s Commit- 
tee in Chicago, broadcast over 
radio station WMBI, Moody Bible 
Institute. In both of these cases 
I can still attend to the work of 
THE Sworp OF THE LorD so heavy 
and so important, while getting 
to preach the Gospel also. 

For one night meeting of the 
board of Northwestern Schools, 
Minneapolis, I will fly to Minne- 
sota and return by train. In the 
meantime the work goes on about 
nine- hours a day in the office 
in order to spread the Gospel as 
best I can. Please, dear readers, 
in Jesus’ name, do not forget to 
pray for THE SwoORD OF THE LORD 
and for this unworthy and very 
needy editor. : 


The Gospel in Our “Jerusalem” 


Among other duties, the edit- 
or is pastor of the new  eight- 
month-old Calvary Baptist Church 
in Wheaton, After many years of 
trying to encourage other church- 
es in an out-and-out soul-winning 
program, the clear stand against 
modernism, we felt compelled to 
organize an independent Baptist 
church in Wheaton. A church that 
would not be affiliated with any 
modernistie pregram or headquart- 
ers, a church that gives a public 
invitation to accept Christ, has 
revival campaigns, preaches plain- 
ly against sin, and goes after com- 
mon people to get them saved, 
baptizing converts publicly. God 
has blessed. Sunday School at- 
tendance has reached 136 and we 
hope to go to 200 by Christ- 
mas, to 400 in 1956. There were 
6 additions last Sunday, 8 people 
baptized. Rev. Marion Fast is the 
hard-working and devoted assist- 
ant pastor. I am away approxi- 
mately half of the Sundays, but 
since I must be in Wheaton to 
carry on the editorial work of THE 
SwWorD OF THE LorD, I can be here 
to preach much of the time, Jesus 
said, “beginning at Jerusalem” and 
so Wheaton is our Jerusalem. We 
dare not let people go to Hell 
without a strong evangelistic 
church here. 


Something Free for Preachers 
and Ministerial Students 


I have a deep burdey to stir 
up preachers to hold revivals and 
win souls. I am burdened to show 
that the harvest is white, that 
conditions are ripe, that God is 
always ready to help win souls. 
So, to every preacher who is in 


evangelist and who will write, I 
will send free, during the month 
of October, my $2.00 book, We 
Can Have Revival Now. Remem- 
ber, this is for October only. 
Please say, “I am pastor of so- 
and-so Church,” or say, “I am 
a full-time evangelist in revival 
work,” and ask particularly for 
the book, We can Have Revival 
Now, Please don’t fudge; please 
pay postage on your own let- 
ter. Of course no book will be 


full-time service aS a pastor or; 


—— 


Free Literature 


Fund 


Secretary to the Editor 
By Viola Walden 


One of the many ministries of 
the Sword of the Lord Founda- 
tion is to place literature, with- 
out charge, in the hands of minis- 
ters and missionaries to be used 
in reaching the lost with the 
Gospel. This literature is a real 
blessing, especially on the foreign 
fields where missionaries use our 
literature effectively in both Eng- 
lish and native languages. Here 
is one letter we received recent- 
ly from a missionary in India: 

“T cannot put into words 
how happy I was to receive 
your shipment of that wonder- 
ful tract, ‘What Must I Do to 
Be Saved?’ I used your booklet 
during my first term of service, 
both English and the Telugu 
edition, and found it exception- 
ally good in presenting’ the 
plain way of salvation so that 
all could understand. 

“This time we are stationed 
in a new area, namely Visak- 
hapatnam, a city of nearly 
200,000 people, where there is 
an unparalleled opportunity to 
make use of this English edition 
of your fine booklet. Thanks a 
million times over for sending 
out the 5,000 copies. I’m sure 
the Lord will abundantly. bless 
them to the salvation of many 
precious souls as He has done 
in the past. This is a most stra- 
tegic center these days and with 
the many educational institu- 
tions here, and large and grow- 
ing industrial enterprises, we 
must go all out to get the mes- 
sage out before it is too late. 
You will be interested to know 
that the new American Oil Re- 
finery (Caltex) is going up here 
by leaps and bounds. 

“We do want to express our 
appreciation also for the fine 
paper that you are publishing 
every week. Many of my In- 
dian co-laborers here tell me 
how much it has meant to their 
spiritual lives. I only wish that 
more could profit from it. We 
eagerly look forward to every 
issue, 

“... You will be hearing more 
from us again at a later date, 
and how the Lord used these 


booklets to bring souls to aft 


knowledge of Himself. 

“Thanking you again, I re- 

main, 
“Yours in His service, 
(Signed) “H. C, Pond” 
Another missionary couple, al- 
though not writing relative to 
free literature, wrote from Japan 
to tell of the great blessing in 
English and Japanese Sword of 
the Lord books and booklets have 
been there. 

“For some time I have det- 
ermined to write to you; a few 
minutes I read from THE Sworp 
OF THE Lorp the. following: 
‘Now why can't God's people, 
who believe the Bible, believe 
in soul winning, who hold fast. 
to the historic Christian posi- 
tion—-why can't they write and 
encourage us and say “God 
bless you!’’?’ After reading that 
I grabbed the typewriter and an 
air form and although I may 
not be capable of encouraging 


sent except on the particular re- 
quest by the man in the full-time 
ministry. Do not ask for it for 
others. 

Or, if you are now in college, 
Bible institute, or seminary, tak- 
ing training for the full-time 
ministry, you may have the book, 
We Can Have Revival Now, also. 
But you must say where you are 
in school and plainly say, “I am 
now in school preparing for the 
full-time ministry” and ask for the 
book. Pay your own postage, of 
course, 

I have such a burden about this 
matter, but I am going to trust 
God to help us and give us the 
money to supply these books from 
the Sword Free Literature Fund. 
Already thousands have learned 
to claim God’s blessings from re- 
vival. May He give to pastors, 
evangelists, and ministerial stu-. 
dents the same blessing. 

Address the Sword of the Lord, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


a 


you much, I want to say from 
the depths of my soul a big 
‘Thank you’ to you, Brother 
Rice, and your workers, and 
God bless you richly. 

“My husband and I are here 
in Japan as missionaries ... 
We have a number of books of 
yours translated in the Jap- 
anese language, which are being 
mightily used of God... 

“We gave Hiroko-san, a 20- 
year-old Japanese girl, the book 
Hell in the Japanese language, 
I said to my husband that if this 
book would help her accept the 
Lord as her Saviour, I would 
sit down and write you a letter, 
Hiroko-san read your book, and 
a little later, became a Chris- 
tian and has taken a bold 
stand for the Lord. This hap- 
ened just three weeks ago, all 
praise to Him! We believe very 
definitely that God used this 
book of yours to convince her 
of her need of Jesus. 

“About two months ago fI 
read your book on PRAYHER— 
Asking and Receining. I have 
never read anything like it. It 
started something new in my 
life, a real desire to PRAY. 
That desife hasn’t left me, and 
instead that desire is greatly 
increasing—to reach out and 
ask the Great Giver... 

“Many Japanese are reading 
your books; we thank and praise 
God from the very depths of our 
hearts for your life, for the 
work which you’re doing ... 
We believe that it will bless 
your heart to know that your 
work has stretched to the far 
corners of the world. 

“We say a rich thank you for 
your paper, THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp, which we receive and 
which is a great inspiration to 
our hearts to press on till Jesus 
comes. 
(Signed) 
Garrod” 


“Victor and #£leanor 


Yes, Dr. Rice’s books and pam- 
phiets have been translated in 
many languages and are being 
used effectively to the glory of 
God unto the far corners of the 
earth. Thousands of dollars have 
been spent in publishing his tracts, 
booklets, and books in many lan- 
guages so that people in all landg 
could know the truth and be free 
indeed. Much of the money he 
has taken from his own pocket. 
Some of the money has been sent 
in by Christian businessmen and 
Christian laymen who are concern. 
ed about getting out the Gospel. 
Some of it has been sent in 
small amounts by people of very 
poor circumstances. We are 
thankful: to God for what. we 
have been able to do in this mat- 
ter and for the Gospel that has 
been gotten out through our 
Free Literature Fund. 


However, it is only fair to say, 
that much, much more could have 


‘been done—yea, should have been 


done—if only we had had more 
funds. 


If you would like to serve God 
and help us get out our litera- 
ture in English and in. foreign 
languages, ask God what He 
would have you to do and then 
do it! Whatever He impresses up- 
on your heart. to send, send it 
to The Sword_of the Lord, Wheat- 
on, Ilinois, and designate it for 
the Free Literature Fund. You 
will receive a receipt immediate. 
ly which you can use for income 
tax purposes, and you will have 
the satisfaction of knowing that 
the money God had entrusted in- 


getting out the Gospel in all the 
world. A 


Watch Your 
LABEL! 
If it says 10-55 by your 


name, your subscription 
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EVANGELIST FREDDIE 
GAGE of Waco, Texas, and Gos- 
pel Singer Jimmy Snelen of Dallas, 
Texas, led the Riverview Baptist 
Church of Houston, Texas, in a 
revival September 4-11. There 
were 30 additions for baptism,, 
18 by.letter, 1 by statement, 4 
other professions not joining the 
ehurch, and various other’ deci- 
sions by Christians made. The 
pastor is Rev. M. R. Soileau. 

* * I 


EVANGELIST AND Mrs. Frank 
H. Harpell of Boston, Massachu- 
setts, served as a gospel team at 
Stablers Grove, Salladasburg, 
Pennsylvania, at the 29th Annual 
Camp Meeting sponsored by the 
Department of Evangelism, Dis- 
trict No. 11, Lycoming County 
Sabbath School Association. Direc- 
tor Ellis Lovell reports a great 
stirring among Christians, and 
says “20 young people made their 
decision for Christ.” 

cd * k 

EVANGELIST JACK YOST 
(R. 2, Berwick, Pennsylvania) 
held a citywide meeting recently 
in Wayland, Iowa. The evangelist 
reports fifteen decisions were 
made for dedication and full-time 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


m By the Editor 


service. Then he adds, ‘“There was 
a great outpouring of God’s Spirit 
on His saints and souls were 
saved.” 

cd * ® 

Rev. H. F.. Dearing of the First 
Baptist Church, Crane, Texas, in 
reporting on a revival with PAUL 
CARLIN AND GENE KITTER- 
MAN, said: 

“In July, Paul Carlin and Gene 
Kitterman of Wayland College 
were in the First Baptist Church 
of Crane, Texas, for an eight day 
Youth Led Revival. Having never 
heard Paul preach, and knowing 
little about him, we approached 
the meeting with pastoral anxiety. 
Our entire church, not just the 
young people, was in need of a 
mighty stirring from the Lord. 
After the first service, I knew that 
the meeting was in good hands, 
a fact that was proven again and 
again during the meeting. Though 
Paul has been a Christian only 
a little less than three years, he 
displays a Bible knowledge and 
preaching ability equal to men of 
many years experience. He has a 
humble spirit, lives by faith and 
prayer, and preaches with simplic- 
ity and forcetulness. 

“As a result of the ministry of 


l 
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A 
BY Dan 


I wish all of you friends could 
see the letters from former stud- 
ents that come to the desk of my 
son and to my desk. You would 
understand more than ever how 
we keep on keeping on carrying 
the burden of the work of Bob 
Jones University. I quote the fol- 
lowing from a letter received 
from a young man from Hawaii 
who came to our school and finish- 
ed and now has a Christian school 
in Wahiawa, Oahu, Hawaii: “Dr. 
Bob, I want you to know how 
much I do appreciate the stand of 
Bob Jones University. I shall never 
forget many things that I learned 
there. My wife took the two-year 
practical Christian training course, 
and I am so glad we have the 
same slant concerning the Lord’s 
work. I shall always be one of 
your preacher boys. The Lord is 
blessing our church and _ school. 
Every time we hear of the Lord’s 
blessing on Bob Jones University, 
we rejoice.” 

As I sit at my desk dictating 
this statement, I am thinking of 
Bob Jones University missionaries 
in many foreign countries. I think 
of evangelists and pastors and 
Christian school teachers in many 
parts of the world: I just had a 
letter from Jack Shuler, who, to 

my mind, is one of the greatest 
evangelistic preachers America 
ever produced. Jack was convert- 
ed on Bob Jones University camp- 
us and called to preach when he 
was a student here. If he had 
not come to Bob Jones University 
and surrendered his life to. Christ 


and had not been called to the] 


ministry, he would probably be in 
Hollywood, a great actor, Surely, 


Ones 


through the influence of Bob Jones 
University, God has worked 
miracles. We are in the early part 
of what we believe is the greatest 
school year we have ever had. 
Won’t you Christians do the fol- 
lowing three things for us? 
First: Pray every day earnest- 
ly and sincerely for the blessing 
and power of God upon this insti- 
tution. Pray especially for these 
executives. Second: As you come 
in touch with young people that 
you believe can be trained to be 
real Christian leaders, tell them 
about Bob Jones University. We 
are trying to carefully select our 
students. This modern age needs 
courageous Christian leadership. 
Third: Practically every one of 
you who reads this communica- 
tion can invest some amount of 
money in Bob Jones University. 
Some of you can invest -a large 
amount, but some of you can in- 
vest only a small amount, but 
you can invest something. I am 
sure that you have been thinking 
about doing this, but you have just 
been putting it off. So sit down 
right away and send a contribution 
for some amount. Remember, one- 
half of what you send at this time 
will be used for our expansion pro- 
gram. One-fourth of what you 
send will be spent for our mission- 
ary work and one-fourth for the 
Student Help Fund. We will be 
so happy to hear from you; and 
remember, we are counting on 
you. Thank you and God bless 
you. 
BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C. 
(Advertisement) 


this team, there were over 200 
decisions for Christ during the 
meeting. Of these decisions, 19 
came by letter, 37 professed faith 
in Christ, 5 surrendered for special 
service and 140 came for rededica- 
tion and other decisions. Paul was 
heartily accepted by adults and 
young people alike. I can con- 
fidently and heartily recommend 
this fine revival team.” 
* / ok 

Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
IST ROBERT L. SUMNER has 
just conducted a splendid revival 
campaign with the Trinity Bap- 
tist Church of Big Spring, Texas. 
Evangelist Sumner’s ministry has 
been wonderfully blessed in the 
Lone-Star State and Texas, of 
course,, has a warm spot in the 
heart of THE SworD OF THE LORD. 

During this revival with Rev. 
L. J. Power and Trinity Baptist, 
there were 13 conversions plus 2 
who came ‘for assurance. There 
were also 42 rededications and 18 
families began family altars as-a 
result of the campaign. This was 
a tent campaign and W. C. Brown 
conducted the singing. In addition 
to the conversions and rededica- 
tions, there were many other holy 
decisions made by Goda’s people. 


Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
IST WALT HANDFORD is not a 
natural-born hill-billy, but he cer- 
tainly is having fine revival cam- 
paigns among the mountain folks 


in Kentucky! Recently, for ex- 
ample, he conducted a _ revival 
campaign sponsored by G. E. 


Drushal and the Riverside Train- 
ing School of Lost Creek, Ken- 
tucky. This was really a young 
people’s conference, but it turned 
into an old-fashioned revival cam- 
paign. Evangelist Handford says, 
“T saw the deepest conviction of 
sin I have seen in a long time. 
When the kids would come at the 
invitation, it was very difficult 
to get them to stop crying about 
their sins long enough to get 
them saved!” There were 15 con- 
versions and 5 rededications a- 
mong the 45 campers who gather- 
ed there for the week. 

Evangelist Handford is a splen- 
did young man who enjoys the 
blessings of God on his ministry, 
and he is willing to go to any 
church where the Lord clearly 
leads. Pastors interested in his 
ministry may write directly to 
him or to Evangelist Bill Rice,, 
Director, Sword Staff of Evangel- 
ists, 214 West Wesley, Wheaton, 
Illinois. 

rd « *k 

Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
IST ROBERT L. SUMNER spent 
a week this summer with Camp 
©’ the Suwannee at Branford, 
Florida. E. L. Bowers is director 
of this wonderful work. During 
the week there were 16 first- 
time conversions and literally 
scores of rededications. About 160 
senior campers were there. It was 
a wonderful time with some be- 
ing saved in. the services, some 
at the campfires, some in their 
cabins, ete. Evangelist Sumner 
taught a class each morning and 
then preached a revival sermon 
each night, 
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Say 55, 000 people attended a wind-up service of the Belfast, 
Ireland, crusade with Jack Shuler and Don De Vos on July 8th. De Vos 
conducted what some believed to be the largest mass choir ever assembled. 
An estimated 7,000-choir members occupied an entire side of Windsor 
Stadium which was the scene of the closing of the month-long revival. 
Shuler preached to more than 300.000 in the four weeks, and a total oF 
4,033 decisions were recorded, 80% of which were conversions. The cru- 


sade was sponsored by 


300 Belfast churches with Major Ivan Neill, 


Parlimentary Minister of Labor, as chairman. The crusade received the 


high approval and endorsement of 
Presbyterian Churches. 


Dr. Breakey, Irish moderator of the 


A month-long crusade for Christ has just been terminated in Portland, 
Oregon, with the Jack Shuler Team. More than 8008 decisions for Christ 
were recorded under Shuler’s ministry in Portland. A large tent was used, 
seating 6,000 persons. The campaign was sponsored by some 200 Portland 


ministers. 


The Shuler-DeVos Team will start its next crusade in San Diego om 
September 25th, using the new city auditorium. 


elp Win 


By the 


Hindus 


Editer 


We have sent thousands of 
dollars for the printing of the 
editor’s booklet, “What Must I 
Do to Be Saved?” in seven lan- 
guages in India and they have 
resulted in thousands of souls 
being saved, according to written 
reports. 

We have just heard from Rev. 


John L. Teibe of the Bombay and 


Western India Youth for Christ, 
Bombay, India. They have gotten 
competitive bids and have a price 
of $700.00 (3300 rupees) for the 
publishing of 100,000 of : “What 
Must I Do to Be Saved?” in the 
Hindi language. 

Brother Teibe says, “Again we 
thank God for your investment in 
this the ministry of literature 
evangelism and do believe that 
especially at this time these Hindi 
tracts will be more used than ever. 
During the months from October 
to February a speciai holy Hindu 
festival is being held at Nasik, 
approximately 120 miles from 
Bombay. Literally millions of pil- 
grims pass through this city and 


as a-result an evangelistic com- 
mittee has been set up to do every- 
thing possible to reach these with. 
the Gospel. I shall endeavor to 
get reports of their work as welk 
as pictures so that you know -the 
result of this ministry.” 


I have immediately replied 
that we will undertake to raise 
$700.00 and send it within a few 
weeks. I think this is an unusual 
opportunity to win souls. The 
booklet is already translated, has 
already proven it has the blessing 
of God in the Hindi language. 


These mission workers are pleased 


to use the book. We have some 
missionaries and workers there; 
let’s give them the beeklet 
evangelize these millions of pil- 
grims. Will you send your offering 
to the Free Literature Fund so 
we ean forward the $700.00 ta 
India at once? Address: Sword 
of the Lord, Wheaton, Tilinois, and 
designate your gift to the Free 
Literature Fund. 
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Far the Price of a Few Cups of Coffee 


you may obtain your copy of SEVEN SECRETS OF A 


<> 


counsellor. 


HAPPY CHRISTIAN LIFE. Seven of the clearest chap- 
ters on assurance of salvation, baptism, church mem- 
bership, the Bible, prayer, giving and sou! winning 
that you ever read. The reading of this booklet might 
mean the difference in a prosperous Christian or @ 
defeated one. By all means, new converts should have 
a copy. And for the older Christians it would be splen- 
did help. Many evangelists are presenting a copy to 
each new convert: pastors are ordering copies for their 
members. You will like the way Dr. 
each problem so clearly and exglicitty: as a Christian 


Rice deals with 


There are 64 large pages clear, readable type. Price only 50c. (Add 5% 


for postage and handling). 


Sword of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, Llinois 


Poems That Preach 2 


A lovely little book of poems that have stirred the children of God down through 
the years. Compiled by Dr. John R. Rice, they are choice selections from many years 
of searching. The best Christian poems of old classic writers are représented—Shake- 
speare, Newton, Longfellow, Kipling, Bryant, Thomas Moore, Whittier. The finest poema 
of Christians such as Annie Johnson Flint, Martha Snell Nicholson, J. Danson Smith, 
Charles Wesley, A. B. Simpson—you'll find them all here. The favorites of a past gen- 


i ET with the common touch—are here, too: Edgar Guest, Ella Wheeler Wilcox, Edward Rowland Sill, 
Classified by subject matter. A gold mine of material full of immeasurable blessing. 64 pages, 110 poems, 


white leatherette cover printed in purple ink, only 


(add 5% for postage and handling) 
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News Flashes From 


Christian Schools 


By Evangelist Walt Handford, Vice-President 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 


The fall semester of DALLAS; 


BIBLE INSTITUTE has opened 
with an enrollment of 16 new 
and 27 returned students, making 
a total of 43 day students coming 
from 14 states and 2 foreign 
countries. The Institute also has 
branch evening schools, in Fort 
Worth and in Houston. Special 
events planned for the fall semes- 
ter include an open house, an 
Independent Fundamental Church- 
es of America regional conference, 
and the sponsoring of the Dallas 
Community Choir which will a- 
gain present Handel’s “Messiah” 
during the Christmas season, 
a: * * e 


FORT WAYNE BIBLE COL- 
LEGE began its fall semester on 
September 12 with a four-day 
orientation program for new stu- 
dents. During the week, 135 new 
students enrolled and the total 
registration was approximately 
320. In addition, 13 girls are en- 
rolled in the Lutheran Hospital 
in Fort Wayne as part of a co- 
operative program between the 
hospital and college in nurses’ 
training. The newest addition to 
the curriculum this fall is a teach- 
er training program, providing 
the first two years of prepara- 
tion for teaching in elementary 
schools. 


Dr. S. A. Witmer, president of 
the college, announces that five 
new appointments have been made 
to the college faculty this year. 
They are: Dr. Herbert W. 
Bryne, dean of education; Lans- 
ing Bulgin, director of the school 
of music; Don Kenyon, instruc- 
tor in Greek and Bible; Ralph 
Gallagher, instructor in science 
and history; and Claude Stipe, in- 
structor in anthropology and mis- 
sions. 

* % 

LONDON BIBLE INSTITUTE 
started the fall semester with an 
enrollment of 160, an increase of 
17 over last year. Dr. Alden A. 
Gannett, president, reports that 
during the summer months, stu- 
dents from London Bible Insti- 
tute won 151 to Christ as Sav- 
jour and under the ministry of 
the students, 30 rededicated their 
dives to Him. 
£ : * 

? NORTHWESTERN COLLEGE, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, is antici- 
pating 650 full-time students this 
fall semester. The evening school 
program will reach another 350. 
- New faculty appointments for 
the present year include the fol- 
lowing: Don Bisdorf, music and 
band director; Margaret Bridges 
and Ruth Hart, education; Mayme 
Louise Edwards, Mary. Ruth 
Howes and Veryl Westrum, Eng- 
lish department; Kenneth Ray- 
mond, New ‘Testament; Richard 
@. Elvee, anthropology; Harold 
Miller and Melvin Taylor (ctu- 
dent fellows) in the field” of 
speech. This fall Northwestern has 
adopted its new name, North- 
western College, and its theme 
for the year will be ‘“Northwest- 
ern’s Year for Student Advance- 


ment.” 
* 


* * 


WESTMONT COLLEGE, San- 
ta Barbara, California, has this 
fall officially lifted its enroll- 
ment ceiling to 375. 

Dean Frank Hieronymus has 
announced the addition of three 
faculty members for the fall 
“Semester. They are Dr. Raymond 
H. Brand, assistant professor of 
biology, Dr. W. Edmund Bous- 
Jough, assistant professor of Bible, 
‘and Professor Irwin A. Willson, 
assistant professor of education. 
During the summer a_ $10,000 
sewage disposal plant was install- 
ed to eliminate the problem of 
connecting to the city sewers two 
miles away. Also Westmont Col- 
lege property was reduced to 154 
acres through the sale of 22 acres 
to a private party. This was part 
of the master plan for the college 
campus development. 

* i * 


WASHINGTON BIBLE INSTI- 
TUTE began its tenth year of 
gday-school activity on September 


6. This marked the opening of {10 


the first school year following the 


approval of the school’s degree 
program by the District of Co- 
lumbia board of education. During 
the course of the preceding school 
year, authority was given the in- 
stitute to grant the bachelor of 
arts degree in biblical education 
which was conferred upon 16 
graduates at the 1955 commence- 
ment. Dean Karl E. Keefer was 
anticipating a combined enroll- 
ment of over 400 students this 
year in the combined day school 
and evening school divisions. The 
faculty which was expanded year 
before last by the addition of a 
{full-time dean, a business manag- 
er, and a music director, remains 
intact and is preparing for a 
school year characterized by in- 
creased attention to the person- 
al development of the individual 
student through a systematic per- 
sonal counseling program. 


During the summer months a 
redecorating plan has been carried 
out in the girls’ dormitory and the 
librarian has made substantial ad- 
ditions to the library holdings. 
Washington Bible Institute, locat- 
ed in the nation’s capital, is an 
independent Bible school with no 
church or Christian organization 
underwriting its operation. They 
are doctrinally sound and are do- 
ing a good job of training young 
people to serve the Saviour. 

* * * 


COLUMBIA BIBLE COLLEGE, 
Columbia, South Carolina, reports 
an enrollment of 333 undergradu- 
ates and 62 graduate students 
during the fall semester. The 
students in this enrollment _re- 
present 36 states and 4 foreign 
countries. All leading evangelical 
denominations are represented in 
the student body. 

eS * * 

SHELTON COLLEGE has 
opened its fall semester with the 
inauguration of a combined pro- 
gram offered in conjunction with 
the New Jersey State Teachers 
College, Paterson, New Jersey. 
Students electing this program 
will be granted a bachelor of arts 
degree with major in education 
by Shelton College; they also will 
receive certification as elementary 
teachers in the state of New Jer- 
sey. The first two years of this 
new course will~be given at Shel- 
ton, the third year at Paterson, 
and the fourth year at Shelton. 
During the third year, the stu- 
dents will continue to live at 
Shelton, commuting daily to Pat- 
erson, 


At least 19 states and 3 foreign 
countries are expected to be re- 
presented in the student body. 
Registration for the new semes- 
ter took place Monday and Tues- 
day, September 19 and 20. 

* 2 ok 


A relatively new school, BAP- 
TIST INSTITUTE OF THE 
OZARKS, located in Bentonville, 
Arkansas, has opened its third 
year with an enrollment of ap- 
proximately 50. Beginning in 1953 
with 10 students, the school has 
steadily grown and offers tuition- 
free training for Christian serv- 
ice on both high school and Bible 
college levels. 

%* 


* *K 


WESTERN BAPTIST BIBLE 
COLLEGE has been graduating 
students for the last eight years. 
During that time, according to 
Dr. H. O. VanGilder, president, 
the school has graduated 25 who 
are now pastors, 14 missionaries, 
6. pastors’ wives, 3 missionary 
candidates, 1 evangelist, 1 church 
secretary, one home missions di- 
rector, 1 teacher in a Christian 
day school and 1 graduate now 
serving’ on its own faculty. 

The fall semester began Sep- 
tember 5 with a week Qf Bible 
conference on the theme, “The 
New Lite.” The speaker was Rev. 
Harold L. Seholes, pastor of the 
Calvary Baptist Tabernacle of Los 
Angeles. 

* * > 

TAYLOR UNIVERSITY began 
its 110th academic year with a 
faculty workshop September 9 and 


More than 560 students regis- 


Introduction to the 


GOSPEL OF 
MATTHEW 


By Editor John R. Rice 


_— 
—— 


(THIS INTRODUCTION TO THE 
GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 
IS TAKEN FROM THE EDITOR'S 
COMMENTARY, THE KING OF THE 
JEWS). 

THE AUTHOR: From earliest 
times it has been agreed that this 
first Gospel was written by “Mat- 
thew the publican,” as he calls 
himself (Matt. 10:3). In the note 
on the Gospel of Matthew, the 
International Standard Bible En- 
cyclopedia says, “The Gospel... 
was unanimously ascribed by the 


‘testimony of the ancient church 


? 
. 


to the Apostle Matthew . . 
(p. 2009). The story of his call 
to follow Jesus is given in Mat- 
thew 9:9, Mark 2:14, and Luke 
5:27-29. Notice that Mark and 
Luke call him Levi. Mark gives 
the name of his father, Alphaeus. 
The publicans were tax collect- 
tors, usually dishonest extortion- 
ers, often rich and always hated 
by the Jews. It is remarkable that 
Matthew, even after the death 
and resurrection of Christ, still 
called himself “Matthew the pub- 
lican.” There is no more reason 
for calling Matthew “Saint Mat- 
thew” than to say “Saint Isaiah,” 
or “Saint Moses.” All Christians 
are saints (Rom. 1:7; I Cor. 1:2). 


DATE: The Gospel According to 
Matthew was evidently written 
between 50 and 70 A.D. It seems 
certain that the solemn warning 
of Jesus in Matthew 23:33-39, 
which certainly looked forward to 
the utter destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, would not have been given 
with no further comment if that 
destruction had already happen- 
ed. Again in Matthew 24:1-3 the 
coming destruction of the temple 
was foretold, and concerning all 
these things, the Apostle Matthew 
says, “Whoso readeth {Matthew’s 
Gospel], let him understand’”’ 
(Matt. 24:15). It seems impossible 
that these things could have been 
written after the destruction of 
Jerusalem and after the disper- 
sion of Jews to the whole world, 
with a slaughter of many thous- 
ands, without those matters be- 
ing referred to in the Gospel of 


‘Matthew discussing these things. 


THE GOSPEL: It is called 
“The Gospel According to Mat- 
thew.” The “Gospel” means good 
news of Christ’s life, death, and 
resurrection. See Paul’s_. defini- 
tion of the Gospel in I Corinthians 
15:1-7, and you will understand 
why the book of Matthew is a 
“Gospel” and the book of Romans 
or of Acts is not. All books of the 
Bible are the Word of God, but 
these four which tell of the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus 
are particularly called “the Gos- 
pels.” Let the beginner learn now 


tered on Friday, September 16, 
and classes began on Monday, 
September 19. This enrollment is 
an increase of approximately 10 
per cent over last fall’s enroll- 
ment, 


Four new faculty members have 
been added to the staff to take 
care of the increased enrollment 
in addition to the replacements. 
Dr. Fiorence Hilbish, former head 
of the English department, re- 
signed recently to teach at Slip- 
pery Rock College in Pennsyl- 
vania, ssngaged to take her place 
is Mr. Herbert Lee, who comes 


from the University of South 
Dakota. 

* * * 
GRACE BIBLE INSTITUTE, 


Omaha, Nebraska, began its thir- 
teenth year of Bible-centered 
training with registration Sep- 
tember 6 through 8. The school 
year was opened with the regular 
three-day series of evangelistic 
services conducted by Rev. A. H. 
Schultz, pastor of the Gospel Men- 
nonite Church, Mountain Lake, 
Minnesota. Registration for this 
fall semester exceeds 300 in the 
day and evening school classes. 


Three new instructors have been 
added to the teaching staff of 
Grace Bible Institute: Miss Wil- 
ma Augsburger, piano and voice; 
Mr. Russell Jones, New  ‘Testa- 
ment and speech; and Rev. C. 
L. Wessman, New Testament. 


to compare Matthew, Mark, Luke, 


and John to find the same events. 
The first three are called the 
“Synoptic Gospels’ because they 
follow about the same chrono- 


logical order and give many of the | 


same events. The book of John 
differs more widely. Each separate 
Gospel gives many events and 
teachings that the others do not 
give. Each one is a divinely in- 
spired and accurate account of 
events as far as it goes. 


HUMAN SOURCES OF MAT- 
THEW’S GOSPEL: Endless and 
needless speculation has concern- 
ed itself with so-called sources of 
Matthew’s Gospel. Actually, the 
historic Christian position, fully 
credible, is that Matthew’s Gosp- 
el was inspired of God, word for 
word in the original manuscript, 
as were all the books of the Bible. 
Matthew was but the willing, be- 
lieving agent of the Holy Spirit. 
Divine inspiration can account 
perfectly for similarities and dif- 
ferences between Matthew and 
the other Gospels. Some have sup- 
posed that the Gospel of Matthew 
was first written in Hebrew by 
Matthew. Jamieson, Fausset, and 
Brown's Critical, Experimental 
and Practical Commentary in the 
introduction to the Gospels, says, 
“Papias . . . is reported by Iren- 
aeus, Eusebius, &c., to have stated 
in a lost work of his, that ‘Mat- 
thew drew up the oracles (mean- 
ing his Gospel) in the Hebrew 
dialect (or tongue), and every 
one interpreted them as he was 
able’ ” (p. xxviii). Others of the 
church fathers thought the same. 
But this commentary _ says, 
“There is the strongest reason to 
suspect that.most of the preceding 
testimonies are, after all, but one 
testimony—that of Papias—re- 
peated from hand to hand” (p. 


xxix). Again, ‘We have not a 
title of historical evidence that 
it is a Tvranslation, either by 


Matthew himself or any one else” 
(p. xxxl). And “Further, not a 
trace can be discovered in this 
Gospel itself of its being a Trans- 
lation (p. xxxi). Still again, this 
great commentary said, “It re- 
mains, then, that our Greek Mat- 
thew is the original of that Gospel, 
and that no other original ever 
existed . . . The following among 
others hold to this view, of the 
sole originality of the Greek 
Matthew: Hrasmus, Calvin, Beza, 
Lightfoot, Wetstein, Lardner, Hug, 
Fritzsche, Credner, de Wette, 
Stuart, da Costa, Fairbarn, Rob- 
erts” (p. xxxii). Dean Alford (in 
later writings), James Orr, E. Y. 
Mullins, agree. It is only third- 
hand, inconsequential hearsay, 
that the Gospel of Matthew was 
ever written in Aramaic or Heb- 
rew before written in Greek. 

Some have imagined that Mat- 
thew was copied largely from 
Mark simply because of similar 
synoptic material. However, there 
is no evidence except an unbeliev- 
ing determination to find a human 
explanation for the book of Mat- 
thew, aside from divine inspira- 
tion. Unbelieving scholars have 
manufactured also an imaginary 
manuscript, “Q,” from which they 
think the Synoptic Gospels quoted 
largely. There is no such manu- 
script now, and there is no real 
evidence that anybody ever saw 
such a manuscript or that it ever 
existed. It is a creature of the 
imagination of unbelieving scholar- 
ship. We agree with Dr. Henry C. 
Thiessen: 

“We feel that Matthew and 
Luke are not mere human adapta- 
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the high court said. 


said to Eve, 
man shall bruise the serpent’s 


in the Red Sea. It was a grand day 


sheets. It was a grand day in this 


‘Mary’sarms, andthe Kingof an- 
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Colorado Suprem 


e Court Sustains 


Majority Croup in Baptist Church Case 


The Issue Was Basically the Same as That 


in the North Rocky Mount, N. C., Case. The 


Majority Had a Right to Withdraw, says Court. 


(The following story was compiled from the Denver Post), 


By Ovid M. Helper 


Denver, Colo.—Civil courts; 


have absolutely no authority to 
inquire into ecclesiastical, spiritual 
or doctrinal questions of a church 
or independent religious congrega- 
tion, the Colorado Supreme Court 
said Tuesday. 

For that reason, it took a hands- 
off attitude toward an attempt by 
a minority group of the First Bap- 
tist Church of Fort Collins to en- 
Soin the majority of the member- 
ship from changing the church’s 
affiliation. Courts are not to be 
resorted to in such controversies, 


Action Filed in 1950 

The opinion, written by Justice 
©. V. Holland, affirmed a decision 
of the district court of Larimer 
county denying the minority’s re- 
quest for an injunction. Contro- 
versy over the affiliation has rag- 
ed in the Fort Collins church more 
than five years. 


In April, 1950 a minority group 
of the church filed a class action 
for an injunction seeking to have 
a resolution of withdrawal from 
the Northern Baptist Convention 
decreed null and void. The group 


membership be enjoined perma- 
nently from affiliating with the 
Conservative Baptist Association 
of Colorado. 

The original decision denying 
the minority request was made 
by George H. Bradfield, then dis- 
trict judge of Larimer County. He 
disqualified himself from the final 
action, since he is now a member 
of the Supreme Court. 


History Recalled 


The church involved was organ- 
ized in 1879, and affiliated with 
the Northern Baptist Convention 
soon after its organization. 

Justice Holland pointed out that 
in later years a pastor of the 
church entertained the belief that 
the leadership of the convention 
was fostering beliefs contrary to 
those held sacred by the church. 
“This may be described as ‘mod- 
ernism,’ ” the justice continued, 
‘and so aroused the membership 
that a special meeting was called 
to consider the matter. 

“At that time the membership 
voted 155 to 56 to disaffiliate with 
the Northern Baptist Convention 


also asked that the majority 


and affiliate with another organi- 


Whosoever Will 


(Continued from page 1) 


as they mingle in loving tender- 
ness and join together on the leaf 
of the rose. And wherever man 
looked about him, all nature, in 
its beauty and freshness, whisper- 
ed back, “The hand that made me 
is divine.” 

It was a grand, though sad, 
day in the world’s history when 
it was announced through the 
moral universe of God that man 
had violated the law of God, and 
had brought misery and woe upon 
himself and upon his progeny for- 
ever. It was a grand day in the 
world’s history when God met 
the fallen, degenerate pair, and 
“The seed of the wo- 


head.” It. was a grand day in the 
world’s history when the last 
strong swimmer sank _ beneath 
the flood and left Noah in his 
ark with his three sons and their 
wives, and two of every beast 
and bird to perpetuate the race 
upon the face of the earth. It was 
@ grand day in this world’s his- 
tory when Pharaoh and his hosts, 
and all of his chariots and men, 
were swallowed up and engulfed 


in this world’s history when a 
burning hail fell on Sodom and 
Gomorrah and all the plains there- 
of and destroyed the cities of the 
plain. It was a grand day in this 
world’s jhistory when 185,000 sol- 
diers under the blast of an angel's 
wing were wrapt in their winding 


world’s history when Korah and 
Dathan and Abiram and their 
wicked company were swallowed 
up out of the sight of men. 


It was a grander day in the 
world’s history when the old 
prophet of God stood on the hills 
of Judea with his spark in hand and 
let its beneficent rays shine down 
through seven centuries, and his 
voice was heard through the seven 
centuries, saying, “Simeon and An- 
na, prepare the cradle to rock 
the babe of Bethlehem.” It was a 
grand day in this world’s history 
when the star poised itself over 
the manger and the wise men gath- 
ered about the babe of Bethle- 
hem. There they looked upon an 
everlasting .God lying asleep in 


gels and God over all blessed for- 
evermore as He was carried about 
in a virgin’s arms, as they looked 
upon the King of angels as the 
earpenter’s despised boy. It was 
a grand day in this world’s history 
when; at twelve years of age, this 
God-man surprised all the wis- 

dom of Jerusalem by His fore- 
thought and His intelligence. It 


history when the Son of God no- 
tified His disciples, to whom He 
had been sent from the Father. 
that He must be crucified and 
buried, and that He would arise 
on the third day from the dead. 
It was a grand day in the world’s 
history when He hung on a cross 
suspended between two thieves 
and cried out with a loud voice, 
“My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” It was a grand 
day in the world’s history when 
they buried this sacrifice in the 
grave of Joseph and put the seal 
of the Roman government upon 
it and put sturdy Roman soldiers 
around it to guard it. 


It was a grand day in the 
world’s history when on the morn- 
ing of the third day God summon- 
ed an angel to His side, because 
Christ Himself had announced the 
fact, “I am the sacrifice. I go 
to die for the world.” And now 
the only question with His dis- 
ciples and with all humanity is, 
“Will God accept the sacrifice? He 
has suffered and died. He is buried. 
Will He ever rise again? Will 
God accept the sacrifice?’’ God 
told the angel to go to earth as 
swift as morning light and roll 
away the stone from the grave, 
and when he made his appearance 
at the grave and rolled away the 
stone, the Son of God stood up in 
the sepulcher and took the nap- 
kins from His face and the grave 
clothes from His body, and fold- 
ed them up and laid them to 
one side, and walked forth from 
the tomb, the firstfruits of the 
resurrection, Then God accepted 
the sacrifice, and grasped the 
stylus in His own hand and sign- 
ed the magna charta of man’s 
salvation. And ever since that 
God-blessed moment it has been 
written, ‘‘Whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me, shall never die.” 

It was a grand day in the 
world’s history when the Saviour 
of men stood yonder, surrounded 
by a company of five hundred, 
and a chariot descended from the 
skies, and He stepped into the 
chariot, and above moon and star 
He disappeared, until it overvault- 
ed the very throne of God itself. 
And as they stood gazing up into 
Heaven, an angel flew back to 
earth and shouted aloud to them, 
‘Why stand ye here gazing up in- 
to heaven? As ye have seen the 
Son of Man ascending, so he 
shall descend at the last day to 
judge the world in righteousness.’ 


How Important Is the Work 
of the Holy Spirit! 
That was a grand day in this 


was a grand day in this world’s 


| world’s history when the one hun- 


Saved 
Livingstone’s 
Life 


A Scottish woman, who had 
saved up $150, gave this amount 
to the missionary, saying, “When 
you go to Africa, I want you to 
spare yourself exposure and need- 
less toil by hiring a competent 
body servant who will go with you 
wherever you go, and share your 
sacrifices and exposures.” 


With this money Sebalwe was 
hired, A lion threw Livingstone 


}down, crushing the bones of his 


left arm, and was in the act of 
killing him when Sebalwe called 
the attention of the lion to him- 
self. The lion made a spring for 


stone’s companions laid him low. 
Thus, through a gift, a Scottish 
woman saved the life of the prince 
of missionaries. How little we 
know what may be the results to 
the whole church and the world 
when we do the little we can! 


—King’s Business. 
i 


zation known as the Conservative 
Baptist Association of Colorado.” 


“Purely Ecclesiastical’ 


The trial court held that the 
church was organized as an inde- 
pendent congregation and that the 
matters and things complained of 
were of local régulation, not sub- 
ject to interference by the court. 


“It is beyond question a self- 
governing and independent relig- 
ious congregation,’ Justice Hol- 
land wrote, ‘‘and the question here 
presented is purely ecclesiastical 
and is a matter over which courts 
neither assume or exercise juris- 
diction. 


“According to their view of 
proper regulation of their church 
affairs, the majority disaffiliated 
from the convention, which as a 
free and democratic body they had 
a right to do. 


“Courts cannot and should not 
interfere with the internal regu- 
lation of such an independent body 

. Settlement of matters in con- 
nection with the internal regula- 
tion of the organization is a mat- 
ter for the membership to deter- 
mine and is absolutely essential 
to freedom of action in religious 
matters.’—From the Western 
Voice and Baptist Bible Tribune. 


dred and twenty gathered in an 
upper room in Jerusalem and they 
had prayed the first day and the 
second day and the third day, 
and until the tenth day. They 
were praying for the enduement 
of power from on high. Christ 
had told them: ‘Tarry ye here 
at Jerusalem until ye be endued 
with power from on high. It is 
expedient for you that I go away.’ 

I have often thought of that 
expression which Jesus used, ‘It is 
expedient. The best thing I can 
do for you is to leave the world 
and go home to the Father, and 
then the Spirit will come.’ Master, 
can there be anything better than 
Thy presence? Thou art the bread 
of life to us. Thou art the water 
of life to us. Thou art the door 
by which, if any man enter, he 
shall go in and out and find pas- 
ture. Thou art the truth and the 
way and the life. Master, is it 
expedient, is it best that thou go 
away? He said, ‘It is expedient 
that I go to the Father.’ And on 
the morning of the tenth day, 
when that company gathered and 
prayed in that upper chamber, 
the Holy Spirit, the third person 
of the adorable ‘Trinity, flew 
down to earth, and rushed in upon 
that company like a rushing migh- 
ty wind; and Peter opened the 
door, and the company followed 
him down upon the streets of 
Jerusalem, and there, on the morn- 
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Gospel of Matthew 
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tions of the materials in Mark, 
together with some more or less 
reliable supplementary materials 
derived from other sources; but 
that they are equally inspired 
with Mark, divinely originated to 
give specific pictures of the won- 
derful life and work of our Lord.” 
(Introduction to the New Testa- 
ment, p. 117). 

If Matthew copied anything, he 
did it only under the clear in- 
struction of the Holy Spirit, and 


tures themselves that Matthew 
copied. The Holy Spirit gave the 
matter; the Holy Spirit gave the 


to rely upon his own judgment, 
witnesses, 


source. If he used any human 
source, he did it only by divine 
inspiration which would correct all 
the mistakes and make a perfect, 


(Above is given three pages from Dr. 
Rice’s commentary on Matthew, THE 
KING OF THE JEWS, In 504 big pages, 
there is a verse-by-verse commentary pack- 
ed with scriptural references, simple ex- 
planations, heart-warming illustrations and 
exhortations, Every teacher, every preach- 
er, every student of the Bible needs this 
commentary. Price $3.95. Order from your 
book dealer or add 20c postage and 
handling charges if ordered from The 
Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois.) 
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words, so Matthew did not need: 


his memory, the testimony of eye-|, 
upon manuscripts be-| | 
fore him, .or any other human} 


infallibly accurate part of the di- ; ” : - ite 
vine revelation, the Word of God.|; ~” 
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Heaven. No, 
popular books ever written by Dr. 
Nearly 225 thousand copies of this book 
have been distributed. Bible Facts About 
Heaven clears away many doubts, proves 
people will know each other in Heaven, 
answers questions about babies in Heav- 
en, shows how you can know for sure 
you are going there. 


50c buys one of the most 
Rice! 


Beautiful gift volume, sparkling blue crystallon cover. 62 pages. Only 50e, 


Sword of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, III. 
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ing of the tenth day, he preached 
that memorable sermon in Jeru- 
salem that won three thousand 
souls to Christ——-possibly more 
conversions through Peter in that 
one sermon than Christ had in 
all His ministry. And Christ knew 
what He was talking about when 


DO YOU KNOW 


the story of 
The Conversion of the 


World’s Most Famous 
Evangelist? 


Would you like to know? The full 
story, we mean? Not just a few 
scanty remarks, but a complete, 
thorough report? If you want to 
learn the background, the attend- 
ant circumstances, and the results 
of the meeting in which Billy Gra- 
ham was saved; if you wish to 
read about the wonderful working 
of God in this instance; if you de- 
sire to be encouraged in your work 
for the Master, then you should 
get a copy of 


When 
Billy Graham 
Found Christ 


by 
Rev. Edward E. Ham 


This unusual 
book sells for 
only 50c. You 
wil want to 


order addition- 


eover, 48 pages. 


dealer or add 5c 
for postage 
and handling 
charges and or- 
der from Sword 


Street, Wheaton, 
Illinois. 


He said, “It is expedient for you 
that I go away.” 

God gave the Son, and the Son 
came to suffer, die, and to rise 
again. And now the Spirit comes 
to woo and beseech and implore 
and enlighten and convict and con- 
vert the world to God. It seems 
as if after God had loved the race 
and called them to Him and they 
had wandered off, that they 
would have died without remedy, 
but God sent His Son to live a- 
mong us and to die for us and to 
preach to us and to instruct us, 
and if He had stopped at that, 
man would have died without the 
benefit of his Saviour’s death. 
But He didn’t stop there. And 
now the Holy Ghost comes into 
the world—the third person of 
the adorable Trinity, and every 
good resolution we ever have, 
and every good that ever inspir- 
ed us, and every good deed ever 
done, we owe to the inspiration 
and influence of the Holy Spirit 
of God. 


Thank God! we have an ever- 
present, omniscient, omnipresent 
God with us tonight. When I bid 
wife and children good-bye at 
home, God boards the train with 
me, and He is with me all the 
weary miles of my road from 
home. Then I am conscious God 
is at home with my family, and 
when I come into the Christian 
homes of this city there I find 
God present, and God is with the 
missionary in China, and God is 
with thousands and millions of 
pulpits on earth. No wonder the 
blessed Christ said, “It is expedi- 
ent for you that I go away... 
I will send the Comforter. ” 


Oh, brother, sister, hear me to- 
night. Is there in your soul the 
desire to be good? Is there a pur- 
pose to be good? Is there a res- 
olution to be good? It was born 
under the touch of the divine 
Spirit upon these cold, dead hearts 
of ours. And the Spirit comes to 
woo. He comes to teach. He comes 
to implore. For when He shall 
come, He will reprove: the world 
of sin and of righteousness and of 
judgment to come. 


Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 
With all thy quickening powers, 


Surprised? 


Yes, we imagine you are surprised to hear that 
you can have a copy of Lodges Examined by the 
Bible for only 50c! Here Dr. John R. Rice, him- 
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in kindly, Christian language, but overwhelming 
in evidence and Bible teaching. 80 pages. 50c. 
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Kindle a flame of sacred love 
In these cold hearts of ours. 


Help us to walk close with God! 
Help us, divine Spirit, ever to be 
tender and impressible! Help us 
ever to hear and heed the Gos- 
pel of the Son of God! The di- 
vine Spirit broods over the con- 
gregation tonight, He touched 
your heart today. He touched your 
heart last night and day before 
yesterday. He has touched a 
thousand hearts or more, and 
called them to a_ better life 
in the last few days in this city. 
And the most fearful sin that 
you may commit is to wound the 
Spirit of God, to drive Him out 
of your heart and drive Him away 
from your presence. The book 
says, “‘Grieve not the Holy Spirit 
of God, whereby ye are sealed un- 
to the day of redemption.” 


You may laugh at me. You may 
deride me. You may scoff at the 
Church. You may defy God and 
you may crucify my Saviour a- 
fresh and put Him to open shame, 
but I warn you tonight: take heed 
how you trifle with the Spirit of 
all grace! I have seen men re- 
ject and insult the divine Spirit, 
until I could almost hear the 
Spirit of God as He closed the 
gates of Heaven forever in an im- 
mortal spirit’s face. My friend, 
tonight, if there is in your soul 
the desire to be a Christian, nurse 
it, foster it, shield it. Keep it 
there and pray God to fan the 
spark into a living flame, that 
shall burn on and on when the 
stars have gone and when the 
moon shall turn to blood. Let 
you and me pray for this; and 
whatever others may do, God help 
us to be impressible and movable 
under the divine Spirit of grace. 


The Holy Spirit Calls Sinners 
to Salvation 

“The Spirit says, Come.” The 
third person of the ever adorable 
Trinity is the active agent in the 
world today to teach men, to. move 
men, to stir men and use men, and 
but for His divine presence with 
me as I preach the Gospel, I de- 
clare to you the fact, that I would 
never have the heart to take an- 
other text in this world. Oh, how 
many struggles the _ earnest 
preacher may have in the world! 
God only knows the burdens that 
I havecarried on my own poor 
head sinceI landed in your city. 
God only knows the wakeful hours, 
the tears and the prayers that 
have gone up from my poor heart, 
and I say, ‘God save the city! 
God arouse the city! God save 
our young men! God save our 
young women! God save the fa- 
thers and mothers in this city!” 
And I can almost hear God as He 
whispers back, “I’ll be with you, 
I’ll stand by you.” God arouse you! 
And God help His church to heed 
the wooing of the Spirit and come 
to the help of the Lord, to the 
help of the Lord against the migh- 
ty. 

“The Spirit says, Come.” Well, if 
God had stopped at this point— 
given His Son and sent His Spirit 
to woo men—we would have died 
without excuse. But God pushes 
His work on and on and on, until 
He shall say to a guilty world: 
“What more could I have done to 
my vineyard that I have not al- 
ready done?” God will never leave 
a stone unturned, God will never 
leave an effort unput-forth as long 
as a man is out of Hell and out 
of the grave. And I tell you, my 
congregation, tonight, I know God 
is in earnest about the salvation of 
man, and I have felt thousands of 
times that the worst of sinners 
would rejoice if they were to see 
His face. God help men to look 
up tonight and see their Father’s 


face with all the love of His heart. 


as it beams forth, and hear His 
voice as He calls them to the 


ments with facts and the Bible. 
Dr. Morris gives plain, 


straightforward 
facts on what the Bible says about liquor, 
how it records the tragedy growing out of 
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By Dr. Sam Morris, known to millions as 
“The Voice of Temperance,” 56 hard-hitting, 
convincing pages, giving the Bible grounds, 
the scientific, practical and moral grounds 
for opposing liquor. Dr. Morris speaks with 
authority and conviction; proves his state- 


tards muscular 


liquor. 


drink, warns against the results, shows that 
drunkenness is a sin, not just a disease.. 

Here is scientific data on what alcohol does, R® 

how it clouds the moral senses, and re- > 
reaction. e 
fluence will be in insistence that Christians © 
\ have a holy obligation to God to do some- © 
thing about the liquor traffic: not only to © 
win men to Christ, but to stop the sale of | 


Its greatest in- = ~~ ee 


better life. God loves you, and 
He has given you every manifesta- 
tion of His love. He tells you in 
His blessed Book, ‘When my fa- 
ther and my mother forsake me, 
then the Lord will take me up.” 


I have seen a mother as she 
followed a wayward boy on, and 
on, and on, to the very brink of 
Hell, and when the son made his 
final leap from his mother’s arms, 
she took his poor body and buried 
it, and would go to his grave 
and water it with her tears day 
after day. Oh, how that mother’s 
heart clung to that wayward boy! 
I have seen the wife when every 
friend in the world had forsaken 
her husband, and all mankind 
scoffed him away from their pres- 
ence—when he would come home 
drunken and debauched and ruin- 
ed, his precious wife would meet 
him at the front gate and help 
him up the steps, and help him 
into the room and carry him to 
the bed and pull off his muddy 
shoes and bathe his fevered face, 
and imprint the kiss of love and 
fidelity upon his dissipated cheek. 
Oh, why did wife ,do that? Why 
does mother do that? It is just 
a little of the nature of God pour- 
ed into that mother’s heart and 
that wife’s heart that makes her 
love and cling to that son and 
to that husband as she does. 


The sweetest thought in God’s 
Word to me is the place where 
we are taught the motherhood 
of God. God is not only my father, 
but God is my mother, too, in all 
His loving kindnesses and tender 
mercies to us. Oh, my Father! 
my Father! with the rod of cor- 
rection, and with the stern words 
of advice, I look to Thee in ad- 
miration and love; and Oh, God, 
my precious mother, I run to Thy 
arms! Thou art my mother, I 
love Thee with all my heart. 


The Bride Begs the Sinner to 
Come to Christ 


“And the Spirit says, Come.” 
But God did not stop with that, 
“The Spirit and the bride say, 
Come.” The church of God is the 
bride of the lamb. I wish we were 
wrapped in white waiting for the 
Bridegroom. Oh, how I wish we 
had always lived, and always been 


faithful to our Bridegroom! He| ,° 


said, “I go to prepare a place 
for you.” You see that young man 
yonder. He has plighted his vows 
to a young lady, and he bids her 
good-bye for a short time—‘“I am 
going West to prepare our for- 
tune and build our house and 
have everything ready.” Brethren, 
that young lady, instead of being 
faithful to that earnest, laborious 
young man preparing good things 
for her, is flirting with her be- 
trothed husband’s enemies, and as- 
sociating with those who despise 
her husband. God forgive the un- 
faithful girl. And while Christ 
is by His divine power and infinite 
wisdom exhausting all the riches 
and glories of Heaven preparing 
for us, His bride, here we are 
consorting with His enemies and 
flirting with the gay and giddy 
godless ones of the world. Precious 
Saviour! forgive us, forgive us! We 
will not associate with the god- 
less any longer. 


“The bride says, Come!” I wish 
we lived better. But there is one 
thing I have found out—we know 
we have been unfaithful; we know 
we have not been what we ought 
to have been. But one thing I 
can say and tell the truth— the 
Church of God Almighty has not 
lost her interest in sinners and in 
the world. For over one thousand 
years the Church has been on her 
Knees and praying for sinners, 
and the message of the Church of 
God is a God-given message. You 
have cursed the Church and abus- 
ed the Church, and degraded the 
Church and called them hypo- 
crites, but do you want to see 
whether the Church loves you or 
not? If the worst old sinner in 
this city would come with stream- 
ing eyes and say to the Church of 
God, “Men and brethren, pray for 
me; I want to join your company 


and go with you. .to Heaven,” I: 


see the Church in a minute, as her 
tears come flowing down to the 
earth and she lifts her hand to 
God, and she says, “Blessed be 
God! Another sinner repenting and 
coming to life.’ The old Church 
of God does love the world, and 
she has been praying for the world 
in all its ages; and while we have 
forgotten a thousand things and 
neglected a thousand _ things, 
thanks be unto God, we have 
never neglected to pray for you, 


my fellow citizens. There is not 
a day or a night that in the 
Church of God her best men and 
women are not on their knees 
praying, “God save the wicked 
of the city and save the fallen of 
humanity;” and the cry of the 
Church and the song of the 
Church is, ‘Rescue the perishing 
and save the fallen.’ 


Thank God for the old Church. 
She has been worth all the world 
to me. I know not I should have 
wandered a poor motherless or- 
phan if it had not been for the 
Church of Jesus Christ. She has 
been so good to me. She has been 
a mother in the best sense! I never 
joined the Church because [ 
thought I could help it along, but 
I joined the Church that she might 
take me, a poor babe, in her arms 
and nurture me, and feed me, 
and take care of me; and what- 
ever the Church has been to 
others, I can say of God’s people 
tonight, they have given me my 
meat and my drink, and they have 
been friends and brothers to me. 


Oh, friend, ‘you will never 
know what you have missed by 
staying out of the pale of the 
Church of God, and I beg you 
to hear the voice of the Church of 
God as it cries tonight, ‘Come 
thou and go with us, and we will 
do thee good.’”’ Won’t you come? 


The Church of God, with her 
Bibles, and missionaries, and 
preachers, and consecrated min- 
istry, and good women and men 
on earth, with her churches and 
Sunday Schools, and her prayer 
meetings and family altars—they 
all cry aloud and say, ‘‘Come thou 
and go with us, and we will do 
thee good.” 


All Who Hear Should Say 
“Come” 

“The Spirit and the bride say, 
Come.” It looks as if, had God 
stopped there, we should have died 
without help. It goes further, 
“And the Spirit and the bride 
say, Come. And let him that hear- 
eth say, Come.” Oh, blessed 
thought! A man need not wait 
until he comes into the Church 
before he says to those around 
him: ‘Come thou and go with us 
. Let him that héareth say, 
Come.” 


We get this figure from the 
caravan crossing the desert. When 
the water is all given out on the 
desert, and’ man and beast are 
famishing for water, then. they 
hold a council, and they start one 
on ahead, hurriedly, and in a- 
bout five minutes they start an- 
other, just so as to keep him in 
sound of the “front one’s voice, 
and in five minutes more they 
start another, and on and on, 
until they are stretched out on 
the plains for miles, and finally 
the head man finds the oasis, and 
he halloes back, ‘Water, I have 
found it!” to the next man, and 
the next man voices it on down 
the line, and on and on until the 


caravan hears the cry, “We have 


found it! Water! Water! we have 
found it!” And they hear the wel- 
come news, and press on with all 
their might, that they may slake 
their thirst and preserve their 
lives, . 

And all the way from Heaven to 
earth God has strung out a line, 
and He shouts it from His own 
lips in Heaven, and we catch it 
up and pass it on and on until we 
shout at the very gates of Hell: 
‘Come! Come! Come! and let him 
that heareth say, Come!’ If you 
ever heard the Gospel, preach it 
to somebody else, and say, ‘“‘Come 
on! Let’s go and live right, and 
do right, and get to Heaven.” 


“Let him that heareth say, 
Cime!” Let each man be a power 
that will echo the call, and on 
and on down the line. Once one 
of our little boys ran up a stair- 
way calling-his little brother, and 
as he said, ‘‘Buddie Paul!” some- 
thing upstairs echoed it back, 
“Buddie Paul!” He ran down to 
his mother and said, “Mama, 
what is that upstairs that said 
‘Buddie Paul’ every time I said 
‘Buddie Paul’?” His mother ex- 
plained it by telling him it was the 
echo of his voice—the walls of 
the room above echoing his voice 
back. And brother, when God 
shouts from Heaven, let every 
man be the sounding board that 
will pass it on and on until this 
whole universe shall hear the glad 
word, “Let him that heareth say, 
Come. And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely.” 


(Continued on page 7) 
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with four others, bade me good-by | 
and marched to the electric chair. 
He said in solemn, serious tones: 


friends.” | as the result of drink. And so will 
| some of our political leaders share 


'in the wrath of God, for they have 


to Christ by men who were not 
saved? 
When I was in Jackson, Ten- 
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to find you interested; but, gentle- 
men, are you Christians, members 
of the Church?” ‘iin 

“No, Mr. Jones, we are sor- 
ry we are not. We are not Chris- 
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BIG CITY CHURCHES are equally pleased. 
Olney Baptist Church, Philadelphia writes: 
“We are delighted with this new book . . . its 
use has added new enthusiasm to the congre- 
gational singing .. . a fine collection of hymns 
and the choruses are well received.”’ 


A New York City church writes: ‘‘Tabernacle 
Hymns Number Five is a wonderful book 
and we are enjoying the grand songs—both 
the old and the new—and all its other features.”’ 


From the foreign field a Missionary writes: 
‘Thank you for your good service. The ship- 
ment of Tabernacle Hymns Number Five 
arrived safely. The book is of the finest quality 
and has an excellent selection of hymns and 
gospel songs. It would do your heart good to 
see how these people appreciate them. Even 
those who can’t read would feel terribly 
offended were they not permitted to hold their 
copy. May the Lord richly bless you.”’ 
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are just putting their foot over 
the dividing line, and all you’ve 
got to do is to put that foot down 
and bring the other foot even with 
it, and you are in the. kingdom 
of God, a saved man—saved for- 
ever and forever. Will you put 
your foot down tonight and say, 
“God helping me, I will give my- 
self to God. I won’t stand here any 
longer’? “Let him that heareth 
say, Come.” 


Every Thirsty Soul Is Invited 
to Come 


And then he said, “And let him 
that is athirst come.” Whether 
you have heard anything or. not, 
God bless you, the call is to you. 
If there is down in your soul a 
thirst, a hunger for a better life, 
God stands with one hand and 
touches your heart, and makes it 
hunger and thirst and then He 
stands with the other hand loaded 
with the bread and with the water 
of life, and He quenches the soul’s 
thirst forever. Blessed be God! 
He stands ready to quench thirst 
and to appease hunger tonight, 
and He is going all over this city 
with one hand laden with the 
bread of life, and the other with 
the water of life, and the hun- 
griest man will be the first man 
to get it; and I tell you, hungry 
man, tonight, when God rings the 
dinner bell of grace, throw down 
your hearts and come in; dinner 
is ready to eat; and satisfy your 
longing needs forever. 

“Let him that is athirst come.” 
If down in your soul there is a de- 
sire to be a good man, start to- 
night—start tonight. If there is a 
hungering for a better life, God 
says, “Blessed are they which do 
hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness.” Oh, how far down the line 
God brings this to us. He brings 
it right down to where He throws 
Heaven and Hell at every man’s 
feet, and tells him to take his 
choice. 


Whosoever Will May Come for 
Free Salvation 

Now He says, “Whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life 
freely.” I like that grand ‘‘whoso- 
ever” there. I have read a great 
deal about election, but I think 
I have found out from God’s Word 
what you mean by election. The 
“elect” are the “whosoever-wills,”’ 
and the ‘‘non-elect’”’ are the “who- 
soever-won’'ts.”” Now, which side 
will you take—the elect, the who- 
soever-wills, or the non-elect, the 
whosoever-won’ts? “Elect,” who- 
soever will. Thank God for that 
grand old word, and thank God 
that as the ages wear away, men 
see God in nature and see God 
in all His goodness and see God in 
His books. — 


- This reminds me of the penitent 
down in Georgia at the altar. He 
was agonizing, praying. The 
preacher went up to him trying 
to encourage him. “Well,” he said, 
“T am not one of the elect. I am 
one of the reprobates; I-feel it all 
over’—and I don’t reckon a poor 
soul ever did try to seek God that 
the Devil didn’t slip up with some- 
thing of that sort—“You are one 
of the reprobates; God never died 
to save you.” There he was in 
agony. 

The preacher said to him, ‘Well, 
my brother, listen to me a minute. 
Now,” said he, “if you could see 
your name, ‘James B. Green,’ writ- 
ten upon the Lamb’s book this 
minute, would you believe then 
Christ died for you and you were 
one of the elect?” 


The poor fellow thought a mo- 


ment and he said, ‘‘No, sir. There 


“Wine is a mocker, strong drink 
is raging: and whosoever is de- 
ceived thereby is not wise.” 

I came away from death row on 
the day of their execution real- 
izing that someone else shared in 
their crime. When we stand be- 
fore the judgment bar of AI- 
mighty God someone else wil] 
share in their guilt. It may be 
a sober man, a professing Chris- 
tian, a church member, a man 
with good moral standing in his 
community, but a man who sold 
them the drink. The Word of God 
that is eternally true says, ‘Woe 


ithe Brewery 


A Deceiver in Social Life 

Strong drink is a deceiver in 
social life. The manufacturers of 
beer, wine and whisky would have 
the youth of our land to believe 
that their products are essen- 


'tial for a good time. It is their 


policy to sell every graduation 


iclass with this idea and to enlist ev- 


ery member of the armed forces. 
“The day after election in 1932. 
News said: ‘Not one 
tenth of one per cent of the youth 
of America know the tasteof real 
beer—we must educate them.’ °? 


unto him that giveth his neighbour | The Brewers Digest in 1941 en 


drink, .’ (Hab. 2:15). God will 


(Continued on page 9) 


are other people in this world of 
my name,” 

“Well,” said the preacher, “Tf 
you could see it, ‘James B. Green, 
Scriven County, Ga.,’ would you 
believe it was you then?” 

“Well,” he says, “there 
have been other 


may 


born. I don’t know.” 

“Well,” said he, “If you could see 
it ‘James B. Green, Scriven Coun- 
ty, Ga.,’ and the year ‘1867,’ would 
you believe it was you?” 

“But,” he said, “it may be there 
is somebody in this county now of 
my name.” 

“Then,” 
you could see it ‘James B. Green, 
of Scriven County, and the Nine- 
teenth District, and the year ‘67’ 
would you believe it was you?” 


“No,” he said, “I could not 
know definitely.” . 

“Now,” said the man of God, 
“my friend, God Almighty saw 


all that trouble, and He just put 
it into one word, and He said, 
‘Whosoever will, let him take the 
water of lifé freely.’ 


people of my}!God has taken down the moun- 


name in this county before I was | 


said the preacher, “if 


out upon a famished race with the 
water of life in reach and He says, 
“Let him come”: and when God 
says, “Let him come,” He says, 
“Go behind him, powers and prin- 
cipalities, and clear the way. Let 
him take the water of life freely.” 
tains and filled 


up the valleys, 


|and made you a straight and even 


and smooth way, so that you can 
drink and live forever, and if you 
perish, you perish because you will 
not live. 

God never suffered a soul to be 
captured and carried away by the 
enemy of souls, and will never suf- 
fer you to die—as long as you 
look to Christ, or lean to Christ, 
or pray to Christ. God never suf- 
fered the Devil to take possession 


of an immortal soul and drag 
it down to Hell until that soul 


walked up to the feet of the Dev- 
il and stacked its arms and said, 
“T surrender forever.” Then God's 
own power and arm can never res- 
cue vou. God help you tonight to 
say, “God’s goodness leadeth me 


| to repentance, and I come now to 


And the poor fellow jumped up | be saved. And intend to lead a 


and clapped his hands and _ said, 
“Thank God! I know that means 


%» 


me. 
“And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely.” | 


Blessed be God! It is for all of us. 
It is for all of us. ‘‘Whosoever 
will.’ Listen, brother. It isn’t 
“Whosoever feels: it isn’t “Who- 
soever is fit;” it isn’t ‘““Whosoever 


does this or that or the other,” 
but it is, “Whosoever wiil—will- 
will.’ God throws it all on the 


will, and I am glad He does. 1) 


know God traverses my emotional 
nature and runs through hope and 
fear and desire and anxiety and 
dread and affection. God runs all 
through my emotional nature and 
my sensibilities. God goes as He 
pleases through my sensibilities. 
When God reaches intellect, He 
goes up through perception and 
conception and judgment = and 
memory and reason, and all the 
faculties of the mind. God goes 
through them all, and asks me no 
questions. But when God goes to 
the door of the human will, He 
stands on tiptoe and knocks and 
says, “Behold, I stand at the door, 
and knock: if.any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with 
him, and he with me.” Thank God, 
it is “whosoever will.’’ And I like 
the conclusion, “...let him take 
the water of life freely.” Blessed 
be God, ye thirsty men can drink; 
and there is enough for today, 
enough for all of us, enough for- 
ever and evermore. Come and 
drink freely. 

And there is another little word 
in there I like—that little word 
‘let.’ “Let him take the water of 
life freely.” Six thousand years 
ago God said, ‘Let there be light,” 
and there was light. It was a 
word of command, and God looks 


better life.” 


Who Will Come? 

Forty vears ago Evangelist Sam 
Jones died on a railroad train, 
returning to Cartersville, Georgia, 
from a revival campaign in Okla- 
homa. But God has used him still 
to call vou, poor lost sinner, to 
come and be saved. It is still true 
that God invites you, “And who- 
goever will, let him take the water 
of life freely.’ Will you trust 
Christ today? Will you depend 
upon Him as your Saviour? Will 
you turn from your sins and say 
ves to God,.and to Jesus Christ, 
and to the Holy Spirit? If you 
will here and now turn from sin 
to trust in Christ, I beg you to 
sign the decision form below, copy 
it in a letter, and mail it to the 
editor. 


'Evangelist John R. Rice 
Editor, 


THE SWORD LORD 


Wheaton, Illinois 
Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read the sermon, “Who- 
soever Will,’ by Evangelist Sam 
Jones. I confess that I am a poor 
lost sinner. I believe that Jesus 
Christ died to save me. I believe 
that even now, He is calling me to 
turn from sin and trust Christ as 
my own Saviour. By God’s help 
IT will come to Christ right now. 
This moment I admit my sin. * 
I depend upon Christ to save me. 
I give Him my heart forever! I 
write this to let you know that I 
now claim Jesus Christ as my own 
personal Saviour and will set out 
to live for Him day by day. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 7, 1955 


Sword of the Lord Publishers Become United States Distributors for- 


Proudly the Sword of the Lord Publishers announce that they have 
been selected by the Marshall, Morgan & Scott, Ltd., Publishers of Lon- 
don and Edinburgh, as the exclusive United States distributors of their 
books by Dr. Oswald J. Smith and his son, Rev. Paul B. Smith, of Toronto, 
Canada. A total of 17 books by Dr. Smith, 2 by Paul Smith, a biography 
of Oswald J. Smith by Dr. J. Edwin Orr, plus the book published by the 


Dr. Oswald Smith 


Successful Pastor! 


DR. OSWALD SMITH’S BOOKS: 


Sword of the Lord Publishers, When the King Comes Back, make a grand 
total of 21 books by the Smiths we will distribute. The books are fairly 
uniform in size (generally 7%” x 5”), style. binding and price ($1.50, 
except the fiction books). The books deal with a wide variety of themes 
ranging from children’s fiction to Christian biography, and from sermons 
on salvation to studies in prophecy. 


For a quarter of a century Dr. Smith has pastored the Peo- 


ples Church at Toronto, Canada, one of the Dominion’s largest. The 2,000-seat audi- 
torium is filled to capacity Sunday after Sunday, both morning and evening as 
the multitudes come to hear this man of God proclaim Bible truths. Previous 
pastorates in Chicago, Illinois, and Los Angeles, California, were also 

signally blessed by God. 


Missionary Statesman! Under Dr. Smith’s leadership the missionary program of 


The Peoples Church has grown to the extent that they now support about 375 mis- 
sionaries, students and native evangelists, giving approximately $300,000 annu- 
ally to missions. He has made 5 world tours, visiting Europe, Asia, Africa, 
the East and West Indies, Alaska, Mexico, the Solomon Islands, Aus- 
tralia, and North America. 


Fruitful Evangelist! 


As an evangelist, Dr. Smith has preached in Spurgeon’s 


Tabernacle in England, the Moody Church in Chicago, Park Street Church in Boston, 
and other great centers in the United States and Canada, as well as in Australia, 
New Zealand, in city-wide campaigns. When he writes of evangelism he is 
speaking from the long experience of nearly half a century in a minis- 

try which God has wonderfully blessed. 


Popular Author! . This amazing man has written more than 20 books which have 


enjoyed a circulation of over a million copies in a dozen different languages, more 
than 600 hymns, poems and gospel songs, in addition to writing numerous arti- 
cles for various magazines, papers and periodicals, including his own. His 
writings are intended for the common people and are characterized by 

their straightforwardness and plainess of thought. 


Three Books on Prophecy 


The Voice of Prophecy. Moody Monthly called this 
valume ‘an aid to a better understanding of God’s 
plan for the ages.” The first 4 chapters are studies 
relative to the five world empires and the seventy 
weeks in Daniel. The 5th is a summary of the book 
of Revelation, and the final two are “The Judgment 
Seat of Christ” and “Man’s Future Destiny.” Li- 


brary edition, 110 pages, only $1.50. 


Prophecy—What Lies Ahead? The United Action 
commented, ‘“This book represents premillennialism 
at its best. It is an orderly presentation of prophecy 
by an author qualified to write such a treatise. Even 
those who disagree with its interpretations will 
find it worthy of study and will recognize that it 

a reference book of lasting value.’’ Cloth 


binding, only $1.50. 


the King Comes Back. Dr. Smith’s latest 


Two Books on the Holy Spirit 


The Enduement of Power. Divided into three parts: The Promise of the Spirit, 
The Fullness of the Spirit, and The Anointing of the Spirit. The King’s Business said, 
‘This is one of the clearest treatments of this all-important subject for the Christian 
which has been published. Expressed in a heart-stirring, yet well-balanced manner, 


on a sound, scriptural basis, this volume shows the imperative need and practical 


book dealing with* the King and His Kingdom 


through the eyes of the prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, Daniel, the Psalmist and the Apostles. 
Library edition, 9 chapters, 136 pages, only $1.50. 


Two Books on 
Evangelism and Revival 


The Revival We Need. The 
famous missionary, Jonathan Go- 
forth, was so impressed with this 
book that he wrote, “Had I the 
wealth of a millionnaire I would 
put The Revival We Need in every 
Christian home on this continent 
and confidently look for a revival 
which would sweep around the 
world.”” About half of the book is 
from Dr. Smith’s diary quoting his 
personal experiences in seeking 
real revival. Cloth bound, 11 chap- 
ters, 112 pages, only $1.50. 

The Passion for Souls. Some of 
the 13 chapters in this book, which 
include some of his greatest mis- 
Siomary addresses, are, “Is the 
Evangelization of the World the 
Supreme Task of the Church?” 
“Why Has the Church Failed to 
Evangelize the World?” “The Need 
of the Hour,” “Evangelism! God’s 
Answer to This Groaning World,” 
ee “How We Can Have Revival 

oday.” Cloth binding, 128 pages, 
only $1.50. 


Two Fiction Books 


The Adventures of Andy McGinnis, Ten 
different experiences from a young boy’s 
life. The last story tells his greatest ad- 
venture when he becomes a soldier of the 
ged Jeaus Christ. Cloth bound, 67 pages, 


Stories of Thomas. A companion volume 
to The Adventures of Andy McGinnis. Will 
be available about December 1, 1955. Cloth 
bound, $1.25. 


95 pages, $1.50. 


Always Abounding, by J. Edwin Orr. This is the life 
story of Dr. Oswald J. Smith told by one whose graphic 
pen has drawn a fascinating picture of the man and his 
work for God. Shows what the Holy Spirit can achieve 
with a fully consecrated life. Cloth bound, $1.50. 


Three Books of Salvation 
Sermons 


The Country I Love Best. Some of Dr. 
Smith’s greatest messages to the uncon- 
verted, just as he preaches them, sermons 
that have been used to lead hundreds to 
the Saviour. The Sunday School Times 
said of them, ‘‘The author combats er- 
roneous teaching, and makes crystal elear 
God’s way of salvation. The import of the 
message is unmistakable and its presenta- 
tion terse, emphatic and convincing.” 
Cloth binding, 7 messages, 128 pages, 
only $1.50. 

The Marvels of Grace. Short, terse, con- 
victing thoughts and illustrations center- 
ed around our “so great salvation.” Cloth 
bound, 36 chapters, 127 pages, only $1.50. 


The Day of Salvation. Will be available 
about December 1, 1955. Cloth bound, 


$1.50. 


Two Books by Paul B. Smith 


Church Aflame. Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., says in the Foreword, “I have not 
seen (a book) which analyzes the need of the Church nowadays as con- 
cisely and so thoroughly as this brief volume of Paul Smith’s, or one 
which in so few pages trumpets forth more effectively the challenge to 
heart-renewing on the part of individual Christians and to flaming zeal 
in the Church.” Eight sermons, 127 pages, only $1.50. pts hs 

After Midnight. A new book of sermons, companion to the above 


Set Today. 


‘volume, which will be available about October 1, 1955. 


s a 
Two Biographies 
David Brainerd. The life of this great 
man of prayer has been edited and put 
into this compact volume by Dr. Smith. 
The four chapters deal with his preparation for the minis- 
try, his preaching among the Indians, the great awakening 
in 1745, and Brainerd’s last illness and death. Cloth bound, 


value of the experience of the filling of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer.” 
Cloth binding, 19 chapters, 113 pages, only $1.50. 


The Spirit at Work. This book deals with the secret of spiritual power and bless- 
ing. Foreword by the late Gypsy Smith, who said, “I did not put it down until I had 
read every word of it. My soul was refreshed.” Dr. Smith relates his own personal 
experience of being filled with the Spirit and uses great revivals as illustration of 
how the Holy Spirit does work* Cloth bound, only $1.50. 


Three Books on the 
Consecrated Life 


The Man God Uses. A tremendous 
book now in its 11th printing, Dr. Harold 
J. Ockenga said of it, “Short, striking, 
simple, carrying the weight of truth, 
these addresses register their effect im- 
mediately. Dr. Smith is an artist in 
producing desired effects. Bold strokes 
of his pen, swift action, captured emo- 
tion, human interest, seize the attention 
on the natural plane. But from the well 
of biblical truths, reflected in human ex- 
perience, he draws his premier and psychology, as clear 
cool water, satisfying to all.” Cloth bound, 17 chapters, 
116 pages, only $1.50. 


The Work God Blesses. Dr. Wilbur M. Smith tells 
how this book fell into his hands as a pastor in Coving- 
ton, Virginia, years ago and comments, “I could not 
get away from it for months and months... ” Cloth 
binding, only $1.50. 


The Challenge of Life. Included in this volume are mes- 
sages dealing with judgment, world-evangelism, modern- 
ism, evolution, Roman Catholicism and the virgin birth 
of Christ. One reviewer noted, “It was not written by a 
raw recruit, theorizing, in armchair comfort, but by a 
veteran of many campaigns.” Cloth bound, $1.50. 


Two Other Books 


The Battle for Truth. Contains Dr. Smith’s sermon, 
“The Madhouse of the Universe,” a prize-winner in a 
Sword Evangelistic sermon contest. Also several other 
messages to the unsaved and several striking sermons to 


..Christians. Cloth bound, 11 chapters, 128 pages, only $1.50. 


The Gospel We Preach. The first message in this book 
is Dr. Smith’s famous sermon to the unconverted, “Only 
One Way,” which has been published in almost a dozen 
languages and has enjoyed a circulation of nearly a mil- 
lion copies. Other sermons include, “How to Live for 
God,” “The Man in the Well,”. “Atheism and the Bible,” 
and “Can We Still Believe in Hell?” Cloth bound, 8 chap- 
ters, 126 pages, only $1.50. 


Order Your Complete Sword of the Lord Publishers 
: Wheaton, Illinois 


News Notes 


(Continued from page d) 


of Regular Baptist Churches rose 
four per cent in the past year 
and now stands at 124,000. Mis- 
sionary contributions for the year 
totalled $2,778,000—$22.40 per 
member. 


The GARB was formed in 1932 
by a group of Baptist churches 
that charged the American Bap- 
tist Convention with being ‘“domi- 
nated by theological liberalism.” 
At that time there were 22 GARB 
churches—today 726. 


U. S. Editor Raps Religious 
Curb in Russia 


There is not now and never 
has been religious freedom in the 
USSR since the beginning of the 
Communist regime. This charge 
was made by L. Zabko-Potapo- 
vich, editor of the Ukrainian Bap- 
tist Magazine, at the ninth an- 
nual convention of Ukrainian Bap- 
tists meeting in Philadelphia. 


Editor Potapovich scoffed at the 
recent Soviet exchange of clergy- 
men with the West and said that 
in reality religious freedom in the 
USSR “is only on paper.” He 
charged that the worship services 
shown to the visiting preachers 
were “nothing but a show.” 


The editor, referring to the re- 


port that there are now 520,000. 


Baptists in the Soviet Union, 
claims that there were three times 
as many Baptists there in 1918, 
six times as many in the 20's, 
but that most of them were “‘shot, 
sent to Siberia or died in the 
great famine of the 30’s in the 
Ukraine.” Furthermore, according 
to Editor Potapovich, the 520,000 
Baptists are found mostly in the 
places of exile—Siberia, Kazakh- 
stan and others—and not in Mos- 
cow, Leningrad and Kiev. 


“It is true that religious free- 
dom is demonstrated to tourists 
and to Baptist leaders from the 
United States of America by show- 
ing them Baptist worship services 
in Moscow, Leningrad, and Kiev,” 
the editor said. 


“It is nothing but a show. Yet 
even these shows speak to us. In 
Moscow in a congregation of 1,000 
there were only older men and 
older women. There were no 
young people. There are no Bibles, 
no hymnbooks. There are no Sun- 
day Schools. There are no confer- 
ences. 


The editor said that during the 
Baptist World Congress.in London 
this year the delegates from the 
Soviet Union repeated stereotyped 
sentences of religious freedom in 
the USSR. Yet at the press con- 
ference, he said they had to admit 
that they do not have even one 
theological school in the whole 
country. 


‘In London, the Soviet dele- 
gates were not free, for wherever 
they went they were followed by 
special agents. You could never 
see one of them alone, but al- 
ways in groups. 

“The same delegates proudly de- 
clared that there are now 520,000 
Baptists in the Soviet Union. In 
the year 1918 there were 1,000,000 
Baptists in the Ukraine alone, and 
in Russia half a million, together 
one and one-half.million members. 


“In the twenties this number } 
grew to three million members. 


And now only one-sixth is left 
of the millions of Baptists. The 
rest were shot, sent to Siberia, 
and a great number died in the 
great famine of the 30’s in the 
Ukraine. And these 520,000 Bap- 
tists are found mostly in the 
places of exile—Siberia, Kazakh- 
stan and others. 


“Now a permission has been 
granted to print 25,000 Bibles. Is 
that sufficient for the 220,000,000 
population of the USSR? It is ap- 
proximately one Bible for 10,000 
people. This Bible will be a Rus- 
sian Bible. That means. that 
50,000,000 Ukrainians and 110,- 
000,000 of the other 150 nationali- 
ties of the Soviet. Union will be 
without Bibles.” 


Mr. Potapovich warned that the 
translators assigned to tourists by 
the Government can not be trust- 
ed by the Soviet Baptists. He 
said an American Baptist asked 
the members of the Moscow-con- 
gregation: ‘“‘What message shall I 
bring from you to your brethren 
in America?” After a long silence 
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thused in these words: “One of the 
finest things that could have hap- 
pened to the brewing industry 
was the insistence by high rank- 
ing officials to make beer avail- 
able at army camps. ... Here 
is a chance for brewers to culti- 
vate a taste for beer in millions 
of young men who will eventually 
constitute the largest beer-con- 
suming section of our country.”2 
And so multitudes of young 
people, both in and out of the 
armed forces, have believed the 
brewers’ lie that some form of 
alcoholic beverage is essential to 
a good party. 

Then there are many young 
people who have followed the ex- 
ample of their parents who have 
their cocktail and drinking parties. 
They see it as a part of the home 
life and consider it as essential 
to their social life. 


Some time ago there was a 
fatal accident on one of our na- 
tion’s highways that took the life 
of four young people. The broken 
whisky bottles among the debris 
and mangled bodies of these youth- 
ful victims bore mute evidence 
that liquor was responsible for 
their deaths. The father of one of 
the young girls became well-nigh 
frantic over the untimely death 
of his lovely young daughter. He 
threatened to kill the one who 
had provided the liquor for the 
drinking party. But he received 
another terrible shock when he 
went to the cupboard where he 
kept his own choice beverages 
and found a note in his own 
daughter’s handwriting that read 
something like this: ‘Dad, we're 
taking some of your good liquor 
with us. I know you won't 
care.” This father became re- 
sponsible for the death of his 
own daughter and three other 
voung people. His hands were 
bloodstained with guilt. So are 
the hands of numbers of parents 
who, by their own example, have 
set the pace for their sons and 
daughters. 


A Deceiver in Home Life 

Strong drink is a deceiver in 
home life. Strong drink in all of 
its forms and varying strengths 
from the dawn of history has 
been a mocker in home life. It 
promises to lighten the load of 
father and mother, to drown the 
troubles of both young and old, to 
add to the jovial atmosphere of 
the home, to make life in dark 
and dismal hours worth living. But 
in all these and many more 
promises it deceives again. 

Some years ago I taught a Sun- 
day School lesson on the alcohol 
problem. Some of the boys in the 
class disagreed with me as to the 
evils of alcoholic beverages. But 
after the class, one boy came by 


with tears in his eyes. He said, 


“That’s what separated my mother 
and father. They had lived togeth- 
er for nearly fifteen years.” 


He saw the truthfulness of the 
text: “Wine is a mocker, strong 
drink is raging: and whosoever is 
deceived thereby is not wise.’ He 
saw the evils of it plainly. It had 
happened in his home. Why can’t 
we profit by what happens in oth- 
er people’s homes before it gets to 
us? We know that it promises 
unity and brings disunity and di- 
vorce. C. Aubrey Hearn has well 
said: 

“Liquor is one of the Devil's 


. Chief agents in the home. As a 


corrupting force; an agent of dis- 
sension and division, liquor has no 
equal... As a breeder of divorce 
liquor has no parallel.’’3 


It has shattered more lives, 
broken more homes, made more 
orphans and damned more souls 
than any evil past or present. 
Truly it is the deceiver of the 
ages. Thousands of parents have 
been deceived by it to the ruin 
of their families. ete 

I can hear now an old man who 
was saved late in life from the 
curse of drink as he gave me this 
sad commentary concerning his 
father’s life. He said, “My father 
had nine sons and he ruined them 
all with drink.” Think of a home 
blessed with nine sons, strong. of 
mind and body and with God-given 
talents and abilities! What powers 
for good were lost to the Devil! 
No man can measure the influence 
for evil in such a family as it 


The Deceiver of the Ages 


moves on to strike the shores of 
eternity. 

The Prophet Isaiah long cen- 
turies ago saw strong drink as a 
deceiver. Through him, God pro- 
nounced His woe upon it: 

“Woe unto them that rise wp 
early in the morning, that they 
may follow strong drink; that con- 
tinue until night, till wine inflame 
them!”—Isa. 5:11. 

God’s Word is true. A man, rich 
or poor, learned or unlearned, 
popular or unpopular, has only to 
follow after beer, wine, or whisky 
and the woe of Almighty God is 
upon him. 

When I was a student at South- 
western Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas, I met a fine-looking, intelli- 
gent young man who had an in- 
tense hatred for strong drink. He 
had a right to hate it! He told me 
his father had a good, well-paying 
job. He began to drink, and he 
lost his good job. He got a lesser 
one and continued to go down, 
down, down into sin as he lost 
one job after another. Finally, 
what was once a happy home was 
wrecked. The mother stood what 
must have been well-nigh a Hell 
on earth for six years. She was 
about to take the children and 
leave for her sister’s home. The 
father shot her and a_ cousin, 
then ‘shot himself; thus killing 
three people in a matter of min- 
utes as this young fellow peeped 
from behind an old outbuilding. In 
a matter of minutes the three 
sons were made orphans—one of 
the many results of alcohol, legal 
or illegal, 3.2 per cent or 100 per 
cent. The rum sellers, the beer 
joints, the liquor stores have never 
made any provisions to care for 
the widows and~ orphans they 
make. So, they did the easy thing, 
the natural thing for such a dis- 
honorable business to do. They 
left them for the church to care 
for in Buckner’s Orphan Home, 
Dallas, Texas. 

The alcohol problem fills our or- 
phan homes from one end of our 
country to the other. Dr. R. F. 
Hough, Superintendent of Virginia 
Baptist Orphanage, Salem, Vir- 
ginia, tells that 97 per cent of all 
applications received by the home 
from July 1946 to July 1947 had 
liquor problems connected with 
the home. During prohibition days 
he says the percentage was only 
32 per cent. The percentage has 
tripled in about fifteen years with 
beer, wine and whisky flowing 
freely in the state. Certainly no 
Christian citizen can be indiffer- 
ent to the alcohol problem in his 
community. 


A Mocker in Business Life 


In business life wine, and all 
forms of strong drink, is a mock- 
er. 

It gives the appearance of suc- 
cess, for the drinking business- 
man is often jovial, friendly, op- 
timistic and liberal. He gives his 
drinking parties and costly meals. 
He has the following while he is 
bearing the expenses. On the sur- 
face he appears as a man of dis- 
tinction. But we know him better 
as a man of extinction. Soon he 
falls into the hands of deceivers; 
he has no business, no job and his 
fair weather friends are all gone. 
He comes to know belatedly that 
God’s Word is true. It says: “For 
the drunkard and the glutton shall 
come to poverty: and drowsiness 
shall clothe a man. with rags” 
(Prov. 23:21). 


Some time ago I heard a man 
speak whose life had been wrecked 
by drink. He was reared in a 
Christian home with only a limit- 
ed amount of this world’s goods. 
He went to college. He helped to 
pay his expenses by selling maga- 
zines and waiting on tables. But 
in spite of this handicap he made 
both football and baseball teams. 
Whisky was no problem to him 
then. But he got into the habit 
of social drink. It gréw and grew 
upon him until he was a drunk- 
ard. He found himself gradually 
losing a $25,000-a-year job simply 
because of drink. He had talents, 
ability, personality and _ business 
sense and had overcome the handi- 
cap of poverty; he awoke almost 
too late to realize that drink was 
defeating him. Thousands do not 
awaken until their business or 
their job is gone. Their golden op- 
portunity is forever lost. Why 
can’t we be as Wise in our business 


(as the liquor industries? They re- 
quire a man to be sober who 
works in their distilleries or their 
stores, 


A Mocker in the Christian 
Life 

As in every other area of life 
strong drink is a mocker in the 
Christian life. In an age such as 
we live in with all the high-pres- 
sure advertising over radio, tele- 
vision, in magazines, newspapers, 
on the screen and on billboards, 
and with dressed-up saloons and 
thousands of grocery stores carry- 
ing beer and wine, and the un- 
worthy example of thousands of 
professing Christians who know 
nothing of the separated life, 
thousands are led into social drink 
and on into drunkenness. 

The liquor, beer and wine in- 
dustries are on the job to get 
their products in every home in 
the land without regard to the 
Christian way of life. I have seen 
aleng the way numbers of profess- 
ing Christians whose influence for 
good and whose witness for Christ 
was practically void because of 
social drink or an_ occasional 
drink. In my early ministry I had 
a deacon, a well-meaning man, an 
humble man and a kind-hearted 
man. I was a welcome visitor in 
his home by night or by day. I 
knew there was a special room 
already prepared for me when I 
dropped in for the night. He was 
a regular attendant at church ex- 
cept when drink got him down. 
It was during my second revival 
in the church that I observed his 
absence and someone _ reported 
that our brother was on a drunk. 
The visiting preacher and I spent 
the best part of two days looking 
for a drunken deacon. Finally, he 
came home to his good wife. He 
sobered up, came to the church 
the next night and confessed his 
sin and asked the church to for- 
give him. But his act had sent 
a chill over the revival and the 
entire church, from which it prob- 
ably has not recovered until this 
day. 
| No Christian can afford to take 
even an occasional drink—not 
even one drink of 3.2 per cent 
beer— if he wants his influence 
and his witness to count for 
Christ. Hear Paul as he speaks 
under the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit: 

“Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing.—II Cor. 6:17. 

“Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.’—II Cor. 
okt, 

The Christian is redeemed from 
sin, from the old way of life and 
he is made a new creature in 
Christ Jesus. God gives him vic- 
tory over the old sinful ways and 
through the aid of the Holy Spirit 
enables him to live a Christlike 
life. 


What Can Christians Do? 


What can we as Christians do 
to overcome the deceiver? 


Be Total Abstainers 

In the first place, we must be 
total abstainers from all forms of 
alcoholic beverages. We must re- 
member that the Christian way 
of life is a new way of life. We 
are redeemed from sin unto right- 
eousness, Old things have passed 
away because we are saved from 
them. We must hear the exhorta- 
tion of the Scripture: “And be 
not drunk with wine, wherein is 
excess; but be filled with the 
Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). The world to- 
day desperately needs the witness 
of Spirit-filled Christians who do 
things the Jesus way. 


Do Not Be Indifferent 
Second, we cannot be _indif- 
ferent and unconcerned toward the 
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‘evil. Indifference breeds evil all 
around us. Drinking places, houses 
of prostitution, gambling dens, 
dance halls, dens of iniquity a- 
bound wherever the curse of. in- 
difference is found, If every Chris- 
tian minister and every Christian 
layman were on the alert and in 
his place as a true and faithful 
believer in Christ this evil, to- 
gether with other evils, could be 
banished from certain communi- 
ties. If we vote for beer, wine or 
whisky and give our moral sup- 
port to them for monetary gain 
for ourselves or others, we have 
the woe of God against us. His 
Word says: ‘Woe unto him that 
buildeth a town with blood, and 
Stablisheth a city by iniquity.” 


Our Brother’s Keeper 


In the third place, we as Chris- 
tians must realize that we are 
our brother’s keeper—that there 
are thousands of young people 
who have drinking parents, friends 
and associates with no one to 
warn them of the evils of strong 
drink. They do not know that it 
is the deceiver of the ages; they 
do not know that it is a great 
mocker until often it is eternally 
too late and their souls have gone 
to Hell as a result of it. 


Work for a Dry America 


In the fourth place, we must as 
Christians work together for a dry 
America. “Before. prohibition, 
there were 60 Neal Cure institutes 
and 98 Keeley Cure institutes for 
inebriates in the United States. 
During ten years. of national 
prohibition from 1921-1931, every 
single one of the Neal Cure in- 
stitutes and 97 of the 98 Keeley 
Cure institutes had to close their 
doors for lack of drunkards to 
cure. The Keeley Cure Institute 
shortly before national  prohibi- 
tion became effective had as many 
as 20,000 patients annually in the 
98 institutes, but at the end of 
the first year of national prohibi- 
tion, the only Keeley Cure Insti- 
tute operating was at Dwight, II- 
linois, and it had only 180 patients 
for the entire year.’’4 Let us work 
and pray that in our generation 
we may see America bone dry 
with the blessings of God resting 
upon her. 
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‘Christ’ Unpredictable Coming. . . 


(Continued from page 1) 


would not need to watch until 
that time. If one knew exactly 
when Christ would come in the 
future, it would not do him any 
good. He might cause a sensation, 
might get a crowd, might make a 
reputation, but he would not be 
serving Christ in that matter. 
All this simply means that the 
coming of Jesus Christ is immin- 
ent, the time undisclosed, with no 


signs to indicate and with no way 
that anybody in the world can 
foretell when. Jesus may come to- 
day. He might have come at any 
time through the centuries since 
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Pentecost, but did not. No one 
knows when He will come. 


II. The Rapture of the Saints, 
Caught Up to Meet the Lord 
at His Coming, Is to Be the 
First Event of Those 
Prophesied in the 
Scriptures 

There are many passages of 
Scripture which foretell future 
events. The Great Tribulation 
time, the reign of the Antichrist, 
the setting up of David’s throne 
upon which Christ shall reign, 
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understanding of the Bible teaching on this question. 


Amazingly enough, this 79-page booklet costs only 50c! You will want to get a 
copy right away at your bookdealers or add 5c for postage and handling charges and 
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an old man answered, “Tell them 


to pray for us.” 


Savage Sends Strone Red 
China Protest to President 
President Eisenhower has been 
made aware of evangelical nega- 
tive sentiment relative to the U.S. 


-recognition of Red China and its 


admission into the United Na- 
tions. The information was con- 
tained in a letter written to the 
Chief Executive by Dr. Henry 
H. Savage, president of the Na- 
tional Association of Evangelicals, 
and delivered in person by Clyde 
W. Taylor, NAE Secretary of 
Affairs. 

Prior to delivering the strongly- 
worded protest, Dr. Taylor stat- 
ed that the NAE president put 
the sentiment of evangelicals on 
record in such a manner because 
“several prominent Protestant 
churchmen have made_ various 
statements on this subject which 
have appeared to represent the 
Protestant viewpoint, although we 
are sure that their statements 
do not.” 

In his letter, Dr. Savage advised 
the President that ‘‘recognition of 
Chinese Communist aggressors” 
would be an eternal .blot on -our 
national conscience.” He = also 
pointed out that the Protestant 
leaders he referred to had con- 
veniently overlooked the fact that 
they represented only ‘‘the small- 
er segment which has submitted 
itself to the communist govern- 
ment” while the _ evangelicals 
“stand with the larger segment 

. who have rejected Commun- 
ism.” 

Dr, Savage’s letter: 

“It is not ordinarily our policy 
to comment on matters regarding 
the foreign policy of the United 
States, for we have great confi- 
dence in the leaders of the execu- 
tive branch of government who 
handle such matters. In the pre- 
sent instance, however, we are 
forced to make comment because 
of several statements which have 
been made within the past months. 
These statements, made by promi- 
nent churchmen, have appeared to 
represent the position of American 


‘| Protestantism as favoring recog- 


nition of Communist China and 
its admission to the United Na- 
tions. 

“We are sure that our consti- 
tuents have no objection to the 
type of conferences being carried 
on between the United States Gov- 
ernment and Communist China 
with a view to seeking release 
of American citizens. But we are 


(Continued on page 12) 


Your Dreams Come True 
Now YOU can win souls the simple, easy 
way. Win your friends in the office, home, 
shop, school and neighborhood. 

Just show them this attractive manual in 
pictures, 
WIN THEM NOW. 

35c each 3 for $1.00 
Evangelist Bob Oughton 
P. O. Box 50 Believille, Illinois 


20 bright Bible 


“OBJECTALKS"— +, ,.2 to boys and 


girls fllustrated by familiar objects, 


“TALKS ON TEXTS’— 3°. oh; 


sermons. Illuminated ba ria Ba 
ating illustrations. 


“PAPER TEARING TALKS" — 


15 gospel talks, Paper is folded then 
torn and the object is unfolded. In- 
teresting to old and young, full di- 


rections. 
“Your talks are 


A PASTOR writes: the best I have 
ever used or have been able to find.’’ g 
. “I use your talks in D.V.B.S. 

ANOTHER says: with a lot of success.’’ 
55 talks—a whole year with the Each set $1.00 
Children. Over 100,000 in use All three $2.00 


HADDON SERVICE, 28%, !64-7 


Fairfield, Conn, 


} His millennial kingdom, the last 
rebellion, the great white throne 
udgment, the making of a new 
eaven and a new earth—these 
and many other events are clearly 
foretold to come in the future. 
But in every case when an order 
is indicated, we believe it will be 
found that the rapture is prophe- 
sied as the first event to occur. 
The indication throughout ~ the 
Scriptures is that there is no other 
prophesied event to come before 
Christ’s coming into the air to re- 
ceive His saints. Consider the fol- 
lowing Scriptures: 


1. Rapture First in II 

Thessalonians 2:1-3 
In Paul’s second letter to the 
Thessalonians we find that these 
saints had someway gotten an idea 
that the day of the Lord, including 
Christ’s judgment of the nations 
and His reign on earth, was ini- 
mediately to occur, Paul writes to 
tell them thag the first thing on 
God’s calendar is the rapture, and 
then other things will follow in 
course. Look at II Thessalonians 
2:1-3: 


“Now we beseech you, brethren, 
by the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and by our gathering to- 
gether unto him, That ye be not 
soon shaken in mind, or be trou- 
bled, neither by spirit, nor by word, 
nor by letter as from us, as that 
the day of Christ is at hand. Let 
no man deceive you by any means: 
for that day shall not come, except 
there come a falling away first, 
and that man of sin be revealed, 
the son of perdition.” 


In verse 2 the term “the day of 
Christ” should be “the day of the 
Lord” which refers to the events 
including Christ’s coming back 
with His saints after the rapture, 
to reign; the.destruction of the 
Gentile world powers, etc. But 
Paul says that cannot come until 
two other things come. One of 
them is indicated in verse 1, “by 


God does the work, WE MUST | the coming of our Lord Jesus 


Christ, and by our gathering to- 
gether unto him.” Paul is anxious 
for them to think, not about “the 
day of the Lord’ but about 
Christ’s coming and our gathering 
to Him. Then he says that great 
time of judgment will not come till 
two things happen. “Let no man 
deceive you by any means: for 
that day shall not come, except 
there come a falling away first, 
and that man of sin be revealed, 
the son of perdition.” There must 
be “falling away first.” Many have 
supposed that this “falling away” 
referred to some moral declension, 
to some spiritual apostasy. But 
we are convinced that is not true. 
We believe, with Dr. E. Schuyler 
English and many, many other 
scholars, that this would be better 
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Christ’s coming certainly did 


not need to wait for spiritual 
apostasy nor moral declension. The 
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Eve were cast out of the Garden 
of Eden. In the first century there 
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come “except there come a fall- 
ing away first.” One day the pow- 
er of gravity will be broken and 
we will be caught up to meet the 
Lord in the air. That must come 
first. 
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chapter begins, “After this I look- 
ed, and, behold, a door was opened 
in heaven: and the first voice 
which I heard was as it were Of a 
trumpet talking with me; which 
said, Come up hither, and I will 
shew thee things which must be 
hereafter. And immediately I was 
in the spirit: and, behold, a 
throne was set in heaven, and one 
sat on the throne” (Rev, 4:1, 2). 


This verse is important because 
it is the only verse-in the entire 
book of Revelation that can pos- 
sibly refer to the rapture of the 
saints. The rapture is here figured 
and pictured when a door open- 
ed in Heaven and John was caught 
up into Heaven in the spirit. Here 
in the spirit he saw the things 
Christians will see when they are 
caught up to meet. Christ in the 
air, and are taken to Heaven. 
Chronologically, in the book of 
Revelation the rapture of the 
saints comes before every other 
prophesied event. If the rapture be 
not pictured in Revelation 4:1, it 
is not pictured at all in the book 
of Revelation, this book of pro- 
phecy of future things. Revelation 
4:1 tells us all the other prophe- 
sied events come “hereafter.” But 
for an entire book on prophecies of 
the future, not to mention the 
coming of Christ for His saints 
is unthinkable. Revelation 4:1 
surely pictures that blessed rap- 
ture to come before all other pro- 
phesied events, 


3. In Many Parables of Jesus It Is 
Intimated That Christ’s 
Coming Is the First 
Thing on God’s 
Program 

In the parable of the ten vir- 
gins given in Matthew 25:1-13, 
it is indicated that no prophesied 
event must come before the Sav- 
iour‘s coming. While both foolish 
and wise virgins slumber and 
sleep, nothing happens until sud- 
denly the bridegroom comes! That 
is indeed the very point of the 
parable, for Jesus sums up the 
moral of the parable in these 
strong words: “Watch therefore, 
for ye know neither the day nor 
the hour wherein the Son of man 
cometh.” The Saviour, our heaven- 


away His bride. But no one knows 
when, As individuals we should be 
as bridesmaids prepared for the 
coming of the Bridegroom, for no 
one knows when He may come. 
The rapture is the first event 
which is clearly promised in God’s 
schedule of..future events! 


Likewise, in the parable of the 
talents in Matthew 25, no prophe- 
sied events are indicated before 
the man traveling into a far coun- 
try returns to ask an accounting 
of his servants as to how they 
had used their talents. 


The parable of the pounds in 
Luke 19:11-27 indicates, too, that 
the coming of Christ to catch away 
His servants into the air and to 
reward them at the judgment seat 
of Christ, is the next thing on 
God’s schedule. No one knows 
when it will be, but it is imminent. 


In the parable of the marriage 
feast in Matthew 22:1-14 it is 
abundantly clear that we Chris- 
tians are servants who should in- 
vite sinners to be ready for the 
marriage. As far as prophesied 
events are ccncerned, Christ’s 
coming. to receive His saints in 
glory and there to have the wed- 
ding supper, is the next thing on 
God’s program. 

Many other parables bear out the 
teaching that Christ’s coming 1s 
to be expected daily and that 
there are no events prophesied 
before that time for which we 
should look. 


Ill. The Lord’s Supper Is a 
Continual Reminder to Ex- 
pect Christ’s Coming 


The Second Coming is related 
to almost every great doctrine of 
Christianity. So it is not sur- 
prising to find that the Lord’s 
Supper is given, with particular 
instructions, 
Christ’s second coming. 

In I Corinthians 11:26 Paul, by 
divine inspiration, says, “For as 
often as ye eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, ye do shew the 
Lord’s death till he come.” The 
Lord’s Supper has a double mean- 
ing. The bread and the cup which 
picture the broken body and-shed 
blood of our Saviour in His cruci- 
fixion is also a pointer to re- 


(Continued on page 11) 
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mind us of Christ’s second com- 


ing. An air of expectancy should 


be about the communion table. 
There we remember gladly 
Christ’s sacrifice for us. And there 
we look forward happily to His 
coming. 

The instance here is more pow- 
erful when we remember that 
Paul begins his discussion of the 
Lord’s Supper by saying, “For I 
have received of the Lord that 
which also I delivered unto you, 
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That the Lord Jesus the same 
night in which he was betrayed 
took bread .. .” In the Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, we are 
told that Jesus said, “This do in 
remembrance of me.” But Paul 
tells us that the Lord Jesus re- 
vealed to him that He had in 
mind remembrance of Christ in 
view of His second coming. 

Often when the New Testament 
quotes an Old Testament Scrip- 
ture we find a more detailed 
picture of truth than the Old 
Testament gave. When Jesus in 
the Sermon on the Mount said, 
“It has been said... but I say 
unto you,” in every case He en- 
larged upon the Old Testament 
meaning. Men are still forbidden 
to commit adultery, but Jesus in- 
cluded even lust in the heart as 
adultery. So here the same prin- 
ciple is involved. But Paul brings 
to mind what Jesus said, and 
said that Jesus taught him what 
kind of remembrance a Christian 
should have of the Lord’s Supper. 
They were to “shew the Lord’s 
death till he come.” 

So Christians at Corinth were 
encouraged and Christians every- 
where are now encouraged to re- 
member that Christ’s coming is 
at hand. This thought should bless 
our hearts when we take the 
bread and the cup at the Lord’s 
Supper. 

Does not this indicate that the 
general New Testament teaching 
is that Jesus may come at any 
moment and Christians in Bible 
times momentarily expected His 
return as imminent? 


IV. New Testament Christians 
Were Constantly Taught to 
Expect Christ’s Return 
in Their Lifetime 

New Testament Christians took 
Christ’s warning about His return 
to heart, and looked for His com- 
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ing in their lifetime. They were 
systematically taught by the 
apostles to expect Christ to re- 
turn at any moment. 


1. The Thessalonians, From the 
Day of Their Salvation, Waited 
for Christ’s Return 


In the first letter of Paul to 
the Thessalonian Christians it is 
noticeable that each of the five 
chapters closes with a reminder 
of the Second Coming-——the last 
verse in each of first three chap- 
ters, the last six verses in chap- 
ter 4, and the 23rd verse in chap- 
ter 5. 


In I Thessalonians 1:9,10 we 
note that Paul had won these 
converts to Christ by teaching 
them to turn to God from idols 
and to wait for Jesus to come. 
“For they themselves shew of us 
what manner of entering in we 
had unto you, and how ye turned 
to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God: And to wait 
for his Son from heaven, whom 
he raised from the dead, even 
Jesus, which delivered us from 
the wrath to come.” 

One of the simplest elements 
of New Testament faith was that, 
from the time of their conversion, 
Christians were taught to look 
for Christ’s coming. Were they 
wrong to “wait for his Son from 
heaven’? No, they were simply 
taught to do what Jesus had 
commanded all of us to do. They 
were to watch, not knowing the 
day nor the hour when Christ 
might come. 

Paul wrote to the Christians at 
Thessalonica that he was praying 
that they might be preserved, 
even in body, until the coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ! In I 
Thessalonians 5:23, and writing by 
God’s infallible inspiration, Pau] 
said: ‘“‘And the very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly; and I pray 
God your whole spirit and soul 
and body be preserved blameless 
unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

He was praying that these Thes- 
salonians should be wholly set 
apart for God. He prayed that 
their whole spirit, soul, and body 
would be preserved ‘blameless 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

When Paul prayed that their 
bodies would be preserved unto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, he was praying that Christ 
would come in the lifetime of 
those Thessalonian Christians. 
Every day Paul was praying for 
Christ’s return. He hoped earnest- 
ly that Christ might return before 
a single one.of the Christians at 
Thessalonica should die and his 
body should decay! 

This is a fair sample of the 
teaching of apostles and prophets 
in Bible times. New Testament 
Christians were taught by divine 
inspiration to expect Christ to 
come in their lifetime. Christ’s 
coming is imminent. No one knows 
when He will come; He might 
have come at any time since 
Pentecost, He may come today, or 
He may come at any time in fu- 
ture centuries. 


2. Christians at Rome Were 
Taught That Christ Would 
Soon Return and Bruise 
Satan Under Their 
Feet 


Writing under the infallible di- 
rection of the Holy Spirit to the 
Christians at Rome, Paul remind- 
ed them that all of creation is out 
of joint and groans and travails 
waiting for Christ’s coming. Then 
he said: “And not only they, but 
ourselves also, which have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of our body” 
(Rom. 8:23). 

Here. Christians at Rome were 
taught that all of us are waiting 
for the adoption, to wit, the re- 
demption of our bodies which will 


|take place at the rapture. The 


dead shall be raised incorruptible 


and we shall be changed. So Chris- 


tians at Rome were encouraged to 
keep their mind expectantly on 
the fact that Jesus would come 
and would change their vile bodies. 

In Romans 16:20 Paul Says, 
“And the God of peace shall bruise 
Satan under your feet shortly.” 
Here is an allusion to the blessed 


promise given to Eve in Genesis 
3:15 that the Seed of the woman, 
Jesus Christ, should bruise the ser- 
pent’s head. That bruising of 
Satan’s head did not take place at 
Christ's first coming. It will take 
place at Christ’s second coming. 
And Paul wrote to the Romans 
that that would occur shortly! The 
idea surely is simply that Jesus 
was at hand, that He might come 
at any moment, that it was in- 
tended that Christians everywhere 
should have a sense of expectancy, 
gladly holding the blessed hope 
that Christ would come and might 
come very soon. 


3. Philippian Christians Also 
Waited for Christ’s 
Coming 


Everywhere in New Testament 
times it was the apostles’ teaching 
that Christians should watch for 
the return of the Saviour. So we 
find in Philippians 3:20, 21 this 
doctrine: “For our conversation is 
in heaven; from whence also we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ: Who shall change 
our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like-unto his glorious 
body, according to the working 
whereby he is able even to sub- 
due all things unto himself.” 

Christians at Philippi were pre- 
millennialists. They did not set 
any signs for Christ’s coming nor 
did they expect the Great Tribu- 
lation first. No, they looked for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who would change their vile bod- 
ies and one day would change 
ours, at His coming! You will note 
it was the rapture they looked for, 
the resurrection of the Christian 
dead and the changing of the liv- 
ing Christians. But the inference is 
that they expected Christ to come 
while they were alive, and it 
was not the resurrection but the 
change they expected! “We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed.” They expected not to 
sleep but to be changed. 


4, To the Seven Churches of 
Asia Minor Jesus 
Repeatedly Said, “I 

Come Quickly” 

The book of Revelation is God’s 
message to His servants concern- 
ing the things which must shortly 
come to pass (Rev. 1:1). The book 
is partly addressed to seven pare 
ticular churches in Asia Minor, 
But of course we know it is to all 
Christians everywhere. 


Three times in the last chapter 
(Continued on page 12) 
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Christ’s Unpredictable Coming... 


(Continued from page 11) 


of Revelation the Lord Jesus gave 
to John the promise, “Behold, I 
come quickly.” 

The first time is in Revelation 
92:7, “Behold, I come quickly: 
blessed is he that keepeth the 
sayings of the prophecy of this 
book.” The second time is in 
verse 12, “And, behold, I come 
quickly; and my reward is with 
me, to give every man according 
as his work shall be.” Here we 
are particularly told that it is the 
coming of Christ to catch up His 
saints and to take them away to 
the judgment seat of Christ where 
rewards will be assigned, accord- 
ing to I Corinthians 3:14 and II 
Corinthians 5:9, 10. The third time 
for these words is in verse 20, “He 
In 


Surely I come quickly. Amen.” 


the same verse is the divinely in- | 


spired and recorded response in 
the heart of John. He says, “Amen. 


Even so, come, Lord Jesus”! 

“T come quickly,” Jesus said. He 
said it three times. The point is, 
He will come suddenly. Not neces- 
sarily soon but quickly, suddenly. 
His coming will be as sudden as 
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a flash of lightning from the east 
to the west. His coming will be 
as sudden as “the twinkling of 
an eye.” So quickly, so suddenly, 
so unexpected will be the coming 
of Jesus. John the beloved was 
anxious to see Him. And the old 
man on the Isle of Patmos was 
inspired to write down his plea, 
“Amen. Even so, come, Lord Je- 
sus.” That was the proper re- 
sponse of a Christian heart to the 
thought of Christ’s coming. We 
are taught to pray for Christ’s 
coming and to expect His coming 
at any moment. 


Surely all these examples show 
that New Testament Christians 
confidently hope for Christ to 
come in their lifetime. They were 
obeying the plain command of 
Jesus to look for His coming. They 
did not pretend to know when. 
They set no dates nor times for 
His coming. They simply obeyed 
the word of the Lord Jesus and 
looked for His coming. 


V. The Apostle Paul Person- 
ally Expected Christ’s 
Coming in His 
Lifetime 

Paul himself obeyed the com- 
mand of the Lord Jesus and the 
commands which He passed on to 
others. He confidently hoped and 
prayed for Christ’s coming in his 
lifetime. 

A good example which proves 
this is in I Thessalonians 4:13-18. 

“But I would not have you to 
be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope. For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him. 
For this we.say unto you by the 
word of the Lord, that WE 
WHICH ARE ALIVE AND RE- 
MAIN unto the coming of the 
Lord shall not prevent them which 
are asleep, For the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: Then WE WHICH ARE 
ALIVE AND REMAIN shall _ be 
caught wp together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air: and so shali we ever be with 
the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words.” 


Two groups are mentioned here, 
“them which are asleep” and “we 
which are alive and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord.” Paul 
put himself with those whom he 
expected would be alive when 
Jesus came. 

First, Paul said, would be the 
resurrection of the Christian dead. 
“‘And the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: Then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up to- 
gether with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air...” Paul 
plainly named himself as one of 
those who would be alive and re- 
maining till the coming of ‘the 
Lord. 


Was Paul foolish in this expect- 


.ancy? No, he was simply obeying 


Jesus Christ, and looking daily 
for Christ to come. He set -no 
dates. He did not pretend to know 
when, He just knew that he was 
right to look for Christ’s coming, 
and so he did, 

In I Corinthians 15 Paul has 
much to say by divine inspiration 
about the blessed resurrection of 
the Christian dead. Here, too, he 
shows that he expected to be 
alive when Jesus should come. 
Read verses 51 and 52. “Behold, 
I shew you a mystery; We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, In a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump: for the trumpet — shall 
sound, and the dead shall be rais- 
ed incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed.” 

Paul said, “We shall not all 
sleep, but WE shall all be chang- 
ed.”.-Paul. expected to be. among 
those whose bodies did not fall 
asleep in death and he said, ‘‘the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and WE shall be changed.” At 
Christ’s coming there would be 
two classes—the dead who would 
be raised, and the Christians to 
be changed. Paul expected himself 
to be with those who would be 
alive, and said, “WE _ shall be 


changed.” 


We _ repeat: 


was Paul foolish 


to expect to be alive when Jesus 
came? No, he was simply obeying 
Jesus Christ. He set no dates for 
Christ to come. He did not pretend 
to know when, Jesus would come. 
He simply had the heart attitude 
which Christians are commanded 
to have. He knew that Christ’s 
second coming is imminent, that is, 
that Jesus might come at any 
time, that nothing else was pro- 
phesied to come before Christ’s 
return for His saints. So he lived 
in happy expectation. 


Just before Paul was put to 
death he seemed to have it re- 
vealed to him that he would die. 
So he wrote in II Timothy 4:6, 
“For I am now ready to be offer- 
ed, and the time of my departure 
is at hand.” But even so, he 
thought that Timothy and others 
to whom he wrote would probably 
be alive and so he continued, “I 
have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept 
the faith: Henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, Which the Lord, the right- 
eous judge, shall give me at that 
day: and not to me only, but unto 
all them also that love his ap- 
pearing.” 

So Paul said in effect, “I am 
going on ahead. I am going to re- 
ceive my crown because I have 
fought a good fight. But the Lord 
will lay up a crown for every one 
of you who love His appearing and 
one day He will appear and you 
will receive crowns, too.’ Paul 
did not definitely say that Christ 
would come in their lifetime, but 
he was expecting it, as Jesus had 
told him to expect Christ’s return 
at any moment, 

Now a brief review of the evi- 
dence. 

We found that in the Olivet dis- 
course Jesus said again and again 
that no one could know when He 
would return, but that every Chris- 
tian ought to watch earnestly and 
look for His coming lest he should 
be surprised. Again in Acts 1:7 
Jesus told the disciples plainly, “It 
is not for you to know the times 
or the seasons, which the Father 
hath put in his own power.” And 
He is talking about prophesied 
future events, the restoration of 
the kingdom of Israel and such 
matters. We simply are not sup- 
posed to know about the time for 
Christ’s coming. It may be at any 
moment, 

The .Sceriptures which teach 
about the Second Coming indicate 
that the rapture is the first thing 
on God’s program. The great de- 
parture of Christians must come 
before the Man of.Sin can be re- 
vealed, we learn in II Thessalon- 
ians 2:1-3. In the great events 
foretold in the book of Revelation, 
the rapture comes in the very first 
of the prophetic part of the book, 
Revelation 4:1. The coming of 
Christ for His saints is indicated 
as the very first thing on God’s 
program, as indicated in many 
parables, like the parable of the 
ten virgins where Jesus plainly 
said that the moral was, “Watch 
therefore, for ye know neither 
the day nor the hour wherein 
the Son of man cometh” (Matt. 
25:13). And the parable of the tal- 
ents, of the pounds, of the wedding 
supper all teach the same thing. 
The rapture is first. Christ may 
come at any moment for His 
Saints. 


New Testament Christians were 
continually taught to expect 
Christ’s coming in their lifetime. 
Paul himself continually hoped to 
be alive and meet the Saviour at 
His coming. 

So the coming of Christ is im- 
minent. Jesus could have come 
at any time since Pentecost. He 
may come today. He may come 
at any time in future centuries. 
We do not know when, but we 
are commanded to be ready and 
to watch. 


Next week, God willing, I want 
to teach certain great truths that 
must necessarily be so, _ since 
Christ’s coming is imminent. Look 
for the article on “The Imminence 
of Christ’s Return Proves He Is 
COMING WITHOUT SIGNS.” 


News Notes 


(Continued from page 10) 


also sure that the overwhelming 
majority of our constituents vigor- 
ously oppose diplomatic recogni- 
tion of Communist China or its 
entry into the United Nations... 
it would tacitly condone the ag- 
gressive measures by which that 
government came into power. At 
the same time the United States 
would abandon the people on the 
Chinese mainland who have faith 
that God will yet allow their land 
to be governed by representatives 
of the people who recognize man 
as responsible to his Creator... 


“It may be true that we have 
recognized other communistic gov- 
ernments, but this does not jus- 
tify United States recognition of 
Chinese Communist aggressors. 
We cannot but feel that official re- 
cognition of Communist @hina 
would be an eternal blot on our 
national conscience. We know that 


this is the feeling among our con- |. 


stituents, and we strongly suspect 
that we speak for many other 
church people whose leaders have, 
we fear, spoken without consult- 
ing their constituencies. These 
Protestant leaders who seek re- 
cognition of Communist China are 
recognizing as the Christian 
Church on the mainiand the 
smaller segment which has sub- 
mitted itself to the communist 
government. On the other hand 
we Evangelical Protestants stand 
with the larger segment of Chris- 
tians in China who have rejected 
Communism. 


“We have been greatly encour- 
aged by the recent trend toward 
lessening of world tensions which 
has certainly been due, ‘in large 
measure, to your personal efforts 
in this direction. In adjusting to 
the new atmosphere it is. our 
prayer that our nation will not 
be led to take action which it 
may forever regret.” 


PERON AND LABOR UNIONS 


Peron’s dictatorship lasted as 
long as it did for a number of 
reasons; the most important of 
them was that his regime enjoy- 
ed the support of a labor move- 
ment that Peron had taken over 
and strengthened. Insofar as he 
needed votes—and even dictators 
like to win elections—labor could 
deliver them. Insofar as he needed 
a mob with which to terrorize the 
opposition, his unions could raise 
one on the shortest notice. 


There are those in this country 
who fancy that a labor move- 
ment is always and_ necessarily 
a force for liberty. This is a dan- 
gerous delusion, arising from the 
sentimental notion that those who 
work with their hands are, on 
that account, more disinterested, 
wiser, and better men than the 
rest of mankind. The simple truth 
of the matter is that it is always 
dangerous to civil liberty to place 
unlimited political and economic 
power in anyone’s hands, no mat- 
ter who he may be or from what 
social grouping he may come. 


The economic power of organ- 
ized labor is enormous, as has 
been demonstrated in this country 
when we have experienced strikes 
on the railroads, in the coal fields, 
in utility companies, and in some 
of the larger manufacturing con- 
cerns. No other private interest 
in America has a coercive power 
as great as that of organized lab- 
or. 


When to that economic power, 
political power is added, as is the 
intention of labor’s political or- 
ganizations, a country can be tak- 
en over as Peron took over Ar- 
gentina and kept it in chains for 
the better part of a decade. He 
used his hold on the government 
to destroy freedom of speech, of 
the press, of religion, and all the 
rest. Organized labor stood by 
him almost to the end, if not 
to the end. Otherwise he would 
have fallen long ago. 
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FLY TO THE 
BIBLE LANDS 


in the 35-day 
TEMPLE TOUR TO 
BIBLE LANDS 


featuring Dr. Walter Hughes 
a devotional lecturer 


July 13-Aug. 16, 1956 
For Information Write 
Dr. Gearae A. E. Salstrand 


Tennessee Temple Schools, Dept. 5S. 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
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“TRUE TO THE WORD" 


Yeu! CLASS GIFTS 
and AWARDS °e °@ wi 


GIANT DOT-TO-DOT BOOKS 


These big, 24-page coloring books are truly 
GIANTS in size, GIANTS in fun, GIANTS 
in Bible teaching, and GIANTS in value, 
On each 11” x 14” page is a dot-to-dot puz- 
zie to complete and color, a short, short 
story and a Scripture reference. Eye-catchs 
ing covers in full color. 

No. 2451. Bible stories (younger children) 
No. 2452. Story of Jesus (younger children) 
No. 2453. Stories Jesus Told (older chil+ 


dren) 
. 2454. Heroes of the Cross (older chil- 
dren) 
Price, each, 25c. 


MAGIC BIBLE PAINTING 


Bright colors appear like magic when'child 
applies water with & brush and starts paint- 
ing with a scrubbing motiofi on the harms 
less water-color dots on these pictures. It’s 
easy, it’s fun, and there are no extra sups 
plies to buy. Directions and brush furnished 
with each picture. 

No. 2551. Church. 

No. 2552. The Good Siiclheka 

No. 2553. Table Graee, 

Price, each, 35c.; 3 for $1.00 


PARTY GAMES 
AND QUIZZES 


A splendid book pro- 
viding alphas 
bet quizzes, fill in the. 
blanks, matching 
.. quizzes, Bible rid¢ 
dies, object lessons, 
Bible games, iden- 
tifying old songs, fun 
with numbers, rids. 
dies, tongue twisters, 
Ideal for church parties, families, and for 
the shut-in. 96 pages, paper bound. © 
No. 3077 


STANDARD PUBLISHING 


—From Chicago Daily Tribune. 


Cincinnati: 31. Ohio 


You Don't Have to 


for only 50c! 


Take a Chance’. 


on the booklet, What’s Wrong With Gambling? It’s worth more than the 50c it 
takes to buy a copy. The author, Evangelist James V. Lamb, presents five startling 
chapters on the subject, ending with the challenge, “What Can We 

Do About Gambling?” Remember—this 63-page booklet is yours - 


Sword of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, III. 
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